Letter to the editor / Yleisönosastokirjoitus
Writing letters to the editor is a way of expressing one’s opinion and taking a stand. Typically letters to the editor are written when
1. The reader wants to comment on an article that was published in the paper previously
2. The reader wants to start a conversation or comment on a current issue
3. The reader wants to comment on another reader’s letter either by agreeing or disagreeing. 
Letters to the editor are quite short and well-argued texts.


 Read the following letter and answer the questions.

To the Editor
Jonathan Kennedy’s letter on March 15 was very disappointing in its tone and misleading claims. As former chair of a prestigious university, Kennedy’s personal attacks on the board of education did nothing but cause more disagreement. During a financial crisis we must reconsider how to fund higher education.  
As chair of the board of higher education, I can assure you that we want only the best decisions when it comes to all our state’s colleges and universities. Our students should not have to bear the burden of political disagreement. The only way to solve this current crisis is to understand that we must be able to pay for what we spend. And this goes for education as well. 
It is absolutely vital that the governor should be given authority to better manage all of the state’s special financial decisions, which was done in previous times of the financial crisis. It worked before and will work now.
There are other alternatives as well; if we were allowed to use excess revenue from other areas of government, we would be able to invest more in education. And an investment in education is an investment in the future.
I hope that Kennedy will join me in seeking solutions that will benefit our state, students and citizens rather than pointing a finger at things that were done wrong.
Timothy Higgins, Higginsville


	

	1. How does the writer start the letter?

	2. Why does the writer mention Jonathan Kennedy?

	3. Why was this letter written?

	4. What is the main argument/point the writer is making?

	5. How does the writer support his point of view?

	6. How is a letter to the editor finished?




Write a letter to the editor. Follow the instructions below.
1. Open the letter.
Start the letter with Dear Editor or To the Editor. This is not a personal letter to the Editor, so remember not to ask the editor for advice.

2. State why you are writing the letter. State the problem or issue that concerns you.
 
3. State why this is important. Explain how the problem or issue affects you or others or tell the readers what will happen if something isn’t done.

4. Praise or criticize what someone has said or done about the issue. Make a positive or critical statement about a public action related to the issue.

5. State your opinion about what should be done. Explain what you think would work.

6. Make a general recommendation. Say what should be done, by whom and when.

7. Include your name and city. 
