


Highly recommended books for upper secondary school students
 * The books on this list which are easier to read 
Author: Chimamanda Adiche 
Title: Half a Yellow Sun 
Comments: A group of very different characters are caught up in Nigeria’s civil war in a story that is both gripping and moving. 
Author: Douglas Adams 
Title: The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy Comments: Earth is to be demolished to make way for a hyperspace bypass. Cult sci-fi comedy.
 
Author: Aravind Adiga 
Title: White Tiger 
Comments: Set in India, this is the darkly comic story of a taxi driver’s rise from rags to riches. It is also an unsettling commentary on modern India and globalisation. 

Author: Cecelia Ahern 
Title: P.S. I love You
 Comments: Set in Ireland. Holly loses her husband to a brain tumour, but he has left her a series of letters designed to help her face the year ahead and carry on with her life.
 *Author: Frank Cottrell Boyce 
Title: Millions 
Comments: When a bag full of money drops out of the sky, two brothers find themselves very rich indeed. A fresh, funny and often moving story. 

Author: John Boyne 
Title: The Absolutist 
Comments: Tale of passion, jealousy, heroism and betrayal set in England and in France during the First World War.

 *Author: Dan Brown 
Title: The Da Vinci Code 
Comments: A murder in the silent after-hours halls of the Louvre museum reveals a sinister plot to uncover a secret that has been protected by a secret society since the days of Christ. Thriller.

 *Author: Suzanne Collins 
Title: The Hunger Games 
Comments: Set in a future America where children are forced to become gladiators. A gripping read. 

*Author: John Connolly 
Title: The Gates of Hell 
Comments: While trick or treating, 11-year-old Samuel sees a blue light in his neighbour’s house from which demons seem to be emerging. Funny and frightening. 

*Author: Jenny Downham 
Title: Before I Die 
Comments: Tessa, 16, has only a few months left to live. She has a list of ‘to do before I die’ wishes and is working her way through them. Touching realistic and even funny in places. 
Author: Helen Dunmore
 Title: The Betrayal
 Comments: Set in 1950s Russia, a doctor is tricked into treating the son of a dangerous security official. Strong tension and well-drawn characters. 
 
Author: Gillian Flynn 
Title: Gone Girl
 Comments: A thriller about a marriage between two successful people that goes horribly wrong. Unexpected twists make this an exciting read.
 Author: Ken Follett 
Title: World Without End Comments: Against the dramatic backdrop of the Middle Ages we follow the fortunes of five children as they grow into adults. Follet is a gifted storyteller.
 *Author: Neil Gaiman 
Title: The Graveyard Book 
Comments: A killer murders a sleeping family but the baby escapes to the local graveyard and is brought up by the ghosts who live there. An entertaining fantasy story that keeps you turning the pages.
 Author: Alex Garland 
Title: The Beach 
Comments: Backpacking in Thailand, the hero finds a map pinned to his hotel room door. It reveals the location of an island which is a modern utopia. However, paradise has a darker side.
 Author: John Green 
Title: The Fault in Our Stars 
Comments: A romance about two teenage cancer patients. Unexpectedly funny, romantic and moving
. Author: Kate Grenville 
Title: The Secret River 
Comments: London, 1806. A family are deported to Australia and this is their story. Strongly drawn characters and a tense account of their encounters with the local aboriginals.
 *Author: Mark Haddon 
Title: The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time
 Comments: A funny story about a fifteen-year-old who finds his neighbour’s dog dead in the garden and decides to investigate. The results turn his life upside-down. This is a highly original novel. 
Author: John Hart 
Title: The Last Child
 Comments: Well-written thriller about two children who go missing in small town America. 
*Author: Torey Hayden 
Title: One Child Comments: Touching story of a teacher’s struggle to help an abused six-year-old overcome her dark past. 
*Author: Carl Hiaasen 
Title: Hoot 
Comments: Set in Florida, this entertaining story begins when teenager Roy Eberhardt, gets his face pushed against the school bus window by a bully. He sees something that changes his life.
 Author: Khaled Hosseini 
Title: The Kite Runner 
Comments: Set in Afghanistan, this is the gripping story of one boy’s childhood in a country invaded by the Soviet Union and later ruled by the Taliban.
 Author: Stephen King
Title: Carrie
 Comments: Horror story about a teenager high school student who develops dangerous powers
. Author: George R.R. Martin 
Title: A Game of Thrones
[bookmark: _GoBack] Comments: Fantasy. Kings and queens, knights and renegades struggle for control of a throne. 
John Steinbeck
	The Old Man and the Sea
Lewis Carroll
	Alice in Wonderland
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