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Ex 
What is the relevance 
of C3 plants to  the 
investigation? 

Ex 
The topic is identified and a focused research 
question is described. 

PE  
Purpose expressed. Set 
in a real-world context. 
Ex  
The background 
information is mainly 
relevant.

Com 
The filter is 
transmitting red light.

Ex 
How will the rate of 
photosynthesis be 
measured? What data 
is being collected?
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Ex 
Given the 
photosynthetic action 
spectrum. This is not a 
likely outcome. 
Com 
The candidate needs to 
be more precise with 
terms like "correlate".

Ex 
What do these units 
refer to? They are 
present in the 
simulation but they are 
not explained 
anywhere in the report.

Ex 
What is the basis of 
these levels? 
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Ex 
Details missing from 
the method. 
What is the point of 
measuring leaf areas?
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Com 
Useful screenshots
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Com 
Heading unclear as 
CO2 is absorbed during 
photosynthesis.

An/Com 
Uncertainties given
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Com 
This is the dependent 
variable. It overlaps the 
independent variable (light 
intensity).
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An 
Inconsistent decimal 
places
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An 
Trend showing a  
plateau
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An 
Three graphs with 
different scales makes 
comparisons difficult.

An 
Not part of the 
research question, 
though the data does 
reveal this.

An 
White light does show 
a plateau.

An/Ev 
The student seems to have 
abandoned the original research 
question in favour of light intensity.
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Ev 
A conclusion is drawn 
that is supported by 
the data.

Ev 
Requires clarification.

Ev 
Suggested improvement is 
too vague.

Ev 
The rate of growth was 
not being measured 
here.
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