
Biology teacher support material

Investigation 14 (annotated)

1

Ex 
Research question reasonably 
focused though it could have 
mentioned that it is a model 
developed to run a simulation and 
that it is based upon the population 
of Panama. 

PE 
Significance is clear. Based 
upon a real-world issue. 
Personal significance is strongly 
evidenced. 
Fully justified. 

Com 
Correct 
scientific 
name used 
and format 
is correct. 
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Ex 
Relevant background 

Ex 
Explained 
below 

Ex 
Reasonable 
though it will 
probably vary 
with wet and 
dry seasons. 
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Ex 
Most of the assumptions seem 
valid though seasonal changes will 
affect the mosquito populations. 

Com  
Citation would 
be useful here 
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Com 
Needs to state 
which sources. 

Ex 
Simulation can be 
accessed but not 
easily used. 

Com 
Needs defining.
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Com 
Hard to  distinguish 
between the two. 

Com 
Key could be repeated 
here for clarity. 
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Com 
Could have been more user friendly 
by restating the abbreviations here. 
Decimal places vary. 

Expanded 
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An 
The graphs could be more 
fully interpreted here. 

Ex 
Does this make sense? 

Ev 
Conclusion  
supported 
by the data. 

An 
Correct interpretation of 
processed data. 
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Ev 
If it can be assumed that these 
measures will reduce the bite rate. 
The model itself cannot go this far.

Ev 
The weaknesses are discussed but is the 
suggested improvement "do nothing more 
to the model?" Or is it an implicit 
recognition that models can only go so far 
and field data will be necessary eventually? 
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