General Objectives of the Syllabus in A-English and the Areas of Assessment for the Final Grade
1. Goal: Growth in Cultural Diversity and Language Awareness
· Goal:
· You will learn about values related to the status and varieties of the English language.
· You will learn about the cultures and ways of life of countries where English is spoken.
· You will learn to develop your intercultural competence.
· You will learn to find English-language materials and environments that broaden your understanding of an increasingly globalized world.
· You will learn to identify patterns in the English language and compare English with other languages.
· You will learn to use linguistic concepts to support your learning.
2. Goal: Language-Learning Skills + Study and Working Skills
· You will learn to set goals for language learning and to reflect (= examine) your learning process independently and together with others.
· You will learn to use different ways of learning languages and find the most effective ones for you.
· You will learn ways of interacting constructively with others.
· You will learn to apply and develop your language skills independently even after finishing school.
· You will learn to make use of linguistic stimuli in your environment.
· You will develop confidence in yourself as a language learner.
· Practical study and working skills:
· studying in a systematic, self-directed, focused and persistent way both in class and at home
· completing assigned tasks on time
· being able to work in a group and make use of the opportunities the group provides for practising the language
· active participation in lessons (this does not only mean raising your hand, but also engaging with the topics studied in class and making a genuine effort to use English during lessons)
3. Developing Language Skills: Goals
· 3.1. Ability to interact
· 3.2. Ability to interpret texts = reading and listening comprehension
· 3.3. Ability to produce texts = writing and speaking


3.1. Goal: Ability to Interact
· You will learn to participate actively in different interaction situations.
= A CONFIDENT LANGUAGE USER REGARDLESS OF YOUR ACTUAL LEVEL OF LANGUAGE SKILLS!
· You will learn to take initiative in interaction situations.
· You will learn to use communication strategies.
· For example:
· expressing something in different words
· using body language
· using support tools
· asking someone to repeat or slow down
· You will learn to recognize cultural features of communication (e.g. conventions of politeness and certain phrases: “In Finnish, you say it like this, but in English, you say it like this…”).
· You will learn to use language in intercultural communication.
3.2. Goal: Ability to Interpret Texts = Reading and Listening Comprehension
· You will learn to interpret spoken and written texts.
· You will learn strategies for understanding texts (= how to make sense of a written or spoken text).
· For example:
· By scanning the headings (and pictures?), I can understand what the text is about.
· I can pick out the main points even if I do not understand every word or sentence – I do not get stuck on unfamiliar words or difficult sentence structures.
· I use an online dictionary to translate only the key words that make understanding the text difficult.
· I can distinguish whether a text is, for example, an informational text (facts), someone’s personal opinion, a text containing humor, an imaginative story, etc.
3.3. Goal: Ability to Produce Texts = Writing and Speaking
· You will learn to express yourself orally and in writing using essential English vocabulary and key grammatical structures.
· You will learn to pronounce English clearly enough to be understood.


Assessment Methods
· Self-assessment (Where did I succeed? Where and how can I improve?)
· Peer assessment (Feedback from classmates)
· A) Formative assessment / short tests = guidance and encouraging feedback, but these also contribute to your grade: e.g. vocabulary tests, tests on individual grammar topics, etc. These are also included as part of summative assessment and are usually recorded as grades in Wilma, with a lower weighting than summative exams.
· B) Summative assessment (usually graded numerically) = the assessment on which the final report grade is based.
· Larger tests based on broader units of study: how well and to what extent you have achieved the objectives of the curriculum, as well as some smaller tests.
· Autumn: 2 tests based on the contents of the textbook
· Spring: 1 test based on the textbook content + final exam + oral test
· Writing tasks / compositions (individually or with a partner)
· Other oral demonstrations of skills (e.g. recorded audio/video productions individually or in pairs)
· Written and oral projects, digital presentations, etc. (individual and group work) – e.g. projects related to cultural topics
· Separate listening and reading comprehension tests
Assessment in Grade 9
· Mid-year assessment in December: based on the work and demonstrations completed during the autumn: short tests, compositions, exams, projects, and class/homework performance (work during lessons, homework, etc.).
· Final assessment in spring:
· How well and to what extent has the student achieved the objectives of the A syllabus in English?
· Note! In addition to the material learned in Grade 9, you are expected to master the material studied previously as well = language skills are cumulative.
· Note! Assessment of your working skills and language-learning skills is also included in the final assessment.
The Final Grade in English Is Based On…
· How well and to what extent the student has achieved the objectives of the A syllabus in English?
· Note! In addition to the material learned in Grade 9, you are expected to master the material studied previously as well = language skills are cumulative.
· What is the level of your language skills at the end of Grade 9 in relation to the national assessment criteria?
· There are general criteria to support and guide teachers’ assessment for grades 5, 7, 8 and 9.
· Note! Assessment of your working skills and language-learning skills is also included in the final assessment.


The Most Important Factor in the Assessment Is Your Actual Language-Skill Level at the End of Grade 9:
· Ability to interact
· Ability to interpret texts = reading and listening comprehension
· Ability to produce texts = writing and speaking

