
TOK         Markus Lajunen 

HISTORICAL SPEECHES 

Harry Truman August 6, 1945, Hiroshima: Why were atomic bombs launched to Japan in 1945? 
 

Evaluate the speech as a primary source through the research question provided and using the OPVL model below. Write a one-page report and upload 

it to Managebac. Prepare to present the key points of your report to others.  

 

Document type Origin Purpose Value Limitations 

 

 

 

 

 

Speech 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- Is it a primary source? 

- Who delivered the speech? 

- Was this person a key 

individual? 

- When in the course of 

events did it occur? 

- Where was the speech 

made? 

- Who was the audience? 

 

 

- Public statements of 

thoughts or of official 

policies? 

- Propaganda? 

- Facts omitted or 

exaggerated to suit the 

audience? 

 

 

- Content 

- Statement of official 

policy 

- Statement of the 

individual’s personal ideas 

and thoughts 

- Reaction to various events 

- Statement of intention 

- Personal involvement 

could lead to mistruths, 

omissions, justification for 

actions and undue emphasis 

placed on certain events. 

- Propaganda? 

- Facts omitted or 

exaggerated to suit the 

audience. 

- Needs to be cross- 

referenced with primary 

sources. 



TOK         Markus Lajunen 

HISTORICAL SPEECHES 

John F. Kennedy January 20, 1961, JFK's Inaugural Address:  

What did JFK consider as core values of Americans and people around the world? 
 

Evaluate the speech as a primary source through the research question provided and using the OPVL model below. Write a one-page report and upload 

it to Managebac. Prepare to present the key points of your report to others.  

Document type Origin Purpose Value Limitations 

 

 

 

 

 

Speech 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- Is it a primary source? 

- Who delivered the speech? 

- Was this person a key 

individual? 

- When in the course of 

events did it occur? 

- Where was the speech 

made? 

- Who was the audience? 

 

 

- Public statements of 

thoughts or of official 

policies? 

- Propaganda? 

- Facts omitted or 

exaggerated to suit the 

audience? 

 

 

- Content 

- Statement of official 

policy 

- Statement of the 

individual’s personal ideas 

and thoughts 

- Reaction to various events 

- Statement of intention 

- Personal involvement 

could lead to mistruths, 

omissions, justification for 

actions and undue emphasis 

placed on certain events. 

- Propaganda? 

- Facts omitted or 

exaggerated to suit the 

audience. 

- Needs to be cross- 

referenced with primary 

sources. 



TOK         Markus Lajunen 

HISTORICAL SPEECHES 

John F. Kennedy June 26, 1963, “Ich Bin Ein Berliner”:  

What does this source talk about the division of Germany? 
 

Evaluate the speech as a primary source through the research question provided and using the OPVL model below. Write a one-page report and upload 

it to Managebac. Prepare to present the key points of your report to others.  

Document type Origin Purpose Value Limitations 

 

 

 

 

 

Speech 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- Is it a primary source? 

- Who delivered the speech? 

- Was this person a key 

individual? 

- When in the course of 

events did it occur? 

- Where was the speech 

made? 

- Who was the audience? 

 

 

- Public statements of 

thoughts or of official 

policies? 

- Propaganda? 

- Facts omitted or 

exaggerated to suit the 

audience? 

 

 

- Content 

- Statement of official 

policy 

- Statement of the 

individual’s personal ideas 

and thoughts 

- Reaction to various events 

- Statement of intention 

- Personal involvement 

could lead to mistruths, 

omissions, justification for 

actions and undue emphasis 

placed on certain events. 

- Propaganda? 

- Facts omitted or 

exaggerated to suit the 

audience. 

- Needs to be cross- 

referenced with primary 

sources. 



TOK         Markus Lajunen 

HISTORICAL SPEECHES 

Martin Luther King, Jr. August 28, 1963, “I Have A Dream”:  

What is the role of racism in American politics in the 1960s? 
 

Evaluate the speech as a primary source through the research question provided and using the OPVL model below. Write a one-page report and upload 

it to Managebac. Prepare to present the key points of your report to others.  

Document type Origin Purpose Value Limitations 

 

 

 

 

 

Speech 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- Is it a primary source? 

- Who delivered the speech? 

- Was this person a key 

individual? 

- When in the course of 

events did it occur? 

- Where was the speech 

made? 

- Who was the audience? 

 

 

- Public statements of 

thoughts or of official 

policies? 

- Propaganda? 

- Facts omitted or 

exaggerated to suit the 

audience? 

 

 

- Content 

- Statement of official 

policy 

- Statement of the 

individual’s personal ideas 

and thoughts 

- Reaction to various events 

- Statement of intention 

- Personal involvement 

could lead to mistruths, 

omissions, justification for 

actions and undue emphasis 

placed on certain events. 

- Propaganda? 

- Facts omitted or 

exaggerated to suit the 

audience. 

- Needs to be cross- 

referenced with primary 

sources. 



TOK         Markus Lajunen 

HISTORICAL SPEECHES 

Ronald Reagan January 28, 1986, Space Shuttle Challenger Disaster:  

What does this source tell you about the Cold war atmosphere and the tension between the two superpowers? 
 

Evaluate the speech as a primary source through the research question provided and using the OPVL model below. Write a one-page report and upload 

it to Managebac. Prepare to present the key points of your report to others.  

Document type Origin Purpose Value Limitations 

 

 

 

 

 

Speech 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- Is it a primary source? 

- Who delivered the speech? 

- Was this person a key 

individual? 

- When in the course of 

events did it occur? 

- Where was the speech 

made? 

- Who was the audience? 

 

 

- Public statements of 

thoughts or of official 

policies? 

- Propaganda? 

- Facts omitted or 

exaggerated to suit the 

audience? 

 

 

- Content 

- Statement of official 

policy 

- Statement of the 

individual’s personal ideas 

and thoughts 

- Reaction to various events 

- Statement of intention 

- Personal involvement 

could lead to mistruths, 

omissions, justification for 

actions and undue emphasis 

placed on certain events. 

- Propaganda? 

- Facts omitted or 

exaggerated to suit the 

audience. 

- Needs to be cross- 

referenced with primary 

sources. 



TOK         Markus Lajunen 

HISTORICAL SPEECHES 

George W. Bush September 14, 2001, 9/11:  

What does this source tell you about change in USA foreign policies? 
 

Evaluate the speech as a primary source through the research question provided and using the OPVL model below. Write a one-page report and upload 

it to Managebac. Prepare to present the key points of your report to others.  

Document type Origin Purpose Value Limitations 

 

 

 

 

 

Speech 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- Is it a primary source? 

- Who delivered the speech? 

- Was this person a key 

individual? 

- When in the course of 

events did it occur? 

- Where was the speech 

made? 

- Who was the audience? 

 

 

- Public statements of 

thoughts or of official 

policies? 

- Propaganda? 

- Facts omitted or 

exaggerated to suit the 

audience? 

 

 

- Content 

- Statement of official 

policy 

- Statement of the 

individual’s personal ideas 

and thoughts 

- Reaction to various events 

- Statement of intention 

- Personal involvement 

could lead to mistruths, 

omissions, justification for 

actions and undue emphasis 

placed on certain events. 

- Propaganda? 

- Facts omitted or 

exaggerated to suit the 

audience. 

- Needs to be cross- 

referenced with primary 

sources. 



TOK         Markus Lajunen 

HISTORICAL SPEECHES 

Barack Obama November 4, 2008, Grant Park Victory Speech:  

How can you evaluate Barack Obama’s presidential rule based on this speech? 
 

Evaluate the speech as a primary source through the research question provided and using the OPVL model below. Write a one-page report and upload 

it to Managebac. Prepare to present the key points of your report to others.  

Document type Origin Purpose Value Limitations 

 

 

 

 

 

Speech 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- Is it a primary source? 

- Who delivered the speech? 

- Was this person a key 

individual? 

- When in the course of 

events did it occur? 

- Where was the speech 

made? 

- Who was the audience? 

 

 

- Public statements of 

thoughts or of official 

policies? 

- Propaganda? 

- Facts omitted or 

exaggerated to suit the 

audience? 

 

 

- Content 

- Statement of official 

policy 

- Statement of the 

individual’s personal ideas 

and thoughts 

- Reaction to various events 

- Statement of intention 

- Personal involvement 

could lead to mistruths, 

omissions, justification for 

actions and undue emphasis 

placed on certain events. 

- Propaganda? 

- Facts omitted or 

exaggerated to suit the 

audience. 

- Needs to be cross- 

referenced with primary 

sources. 


