23IB TOK Essay Feedback

Remember the formal requirements: double spaced standard 12 font throughout the essay. No exceptions! No need for subheadings in the final submission. The PT on top of the TOK essay is enough. Use the PT exactly as given! The instruction concerning the AOKs must be included as well. 

Many of you had lots of ideas in your first submissions, but the focus of the TOK essay should be in scarcity. In TOK essay less is more. Keep your focus narrow, incisive and concise. With fewer things you can dig deeper, and it is easier to build an overall argument. 

TOK definition of knowledge is based on the classical definition of knowledge. You shouldn’t try to redefine knowledge in your essay. This takes too many words and takes too much of your time. Just keep the classical definition of knowledge on the back of your head and dive into the PT. Do NOT define knowledge based on random googling. 

You really should deliver an argument in your TOK essay supported with effective real-world examples. Examples should be based on sources; they should be based on some real phenomena. This doesn’t exclude your own experiences, but your TOK essay should contain also some examples outside of your own experiences. The main thing to remember is that TOK essay is NOT an opinion writing. 

A good way to improve your TOK essay is to utilise the knowledge framework in your argumentation. You don’t have to use all the four elements from the framework (scope, perspectives, methods and tools and ethics) but try to use the ones the matches the PT the best. It can give structure and poise to your overall argument. Moreover, it gives you tools to compare the two AOKs. After all, TOK essay is comparative in nature.

Another way to improve your arguments is to be careful with referencing. It should be 100% clear for the reader which pieces of information are from a source and what parts are pieces of your own argument. Be very careful on who / what you are referencing and how do you use it to build your argument. 

Quotes are a double-edged sword. Use quotes only if: (a) you can make them for your argument and (b) the quote addresses the PT. Extensive use of quotes without a purpose makes the TOK essay fragmented and you lose your own voice in your argument. 

Knowledge in arts is trickier than you might first think. Knowledge is tied to reality; knowledge is about reality. The trick is to show why and how knowledge is linked with reality in the arts. All art discussion should address this. Use specific real-world examples that make this very clear for the reader. 

Remember to acknowledge any use of AI. Make sure that you report (a) WHAT AI you have used and (b) HOW and TO WHAT EXTENT you have used it. You must be completely transparent with the use of AI. You should make a separate entry in your bibliography / references for the use of AI. AI can never be a source for your work.

Task to improve your TOK essays: go through every paragraph in your essay and write down the key point of it. Then ask yourself: 
(1) How is it connected to the PT? 
(2) How does it contribute to your overall argument? 
(3) Is it explained and justified concrete enough through examples and sources? 
