22IB TOK Essay Feedback

TOK definition of knowledge is based on the classical definition of knowledge. You shouldn’t try to redefine knowledge in your essay. This takes too many words and effort. Just keep the classical definition of knowledge on the back of your head and dive into the PT. 

You really should deliver an argument in your TOK essay supported with effective real-world examples. Examples should be based on sources; they should be based on some real phenomena. This doesn’t exclude your own experiences, but your TOK essay should contain also some examples outside of your own experiences. The main thing to remember is that TOK essay is NOT an opinion writing. 

A good way to improve your TOK essay is to utilise the knowledge framework in your argumentation. You don’t have to use all the four elements from the framework (scope, perspectives, methods and tools and ethics) but try to use the ones the matches the PT the best. It can give structure and poise to your arguments.

Another way to improve your arguments is to be careful with referencing. It should be 100% clear for the reader which pieces of information are from a source and what parts are pieces of your own argument. Be very careful on who / what you are referencing and how do you use it to build your argument. 

Knowledge in arts is trickier than you might first think. Knowledge is tied to reality; knowledge is about reality. The trick with this PT is to show why and how knowledge is linked with reality in the arts. All art discussion should be very specific with this. Use examples that make this very clear for the reader. 

Task to improve your TOK essays: go through every paragraph in your essay and write down the key point of it. Then ask yourself: 
(1) How is it connected to the PT? 
(2) How does it contribute to your overall argument? 
(3) Is it explained and justified concrete enough through examples and sources? 
