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TOK Essay Assessment Instrument

The TOK essay is an opportunity for students to engage in a formal, sustained piece of writing in response
to a prescribed title focused on the areas of knowledge. The assessment of this task is underpinned by the
following single driving question.

Does the student provide a clear, coherent and critical exploration of the essay title?

The assessment instrument provided describes five levels of performance in response to this driving
question. These levels are to be seen as holistic descriptors rather than as a checklist of characteristics.

Does the student provide a clear, coherent and critical exploration of the essay title?
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Possible characteristics
Insightful Pertinent Acceptable Underdeveloped | Ineffective
Convincing Relevant Mainstream Basic Descriptive
Accomplished |Analytical Adequate Superficial Incoherent
Lucid Organized Competent Limited Formless




