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[bookmark: _Toc189740505]Title of The Investigation
[bookmark: _Toc189740506]About This Base Document
This base document is set to the APA settings and contains an outline of the Internal Assessment work in IB Psychology and examples of APA style referencing. Please, use this document as a basis for your Internal Assessment report. 
[bookmark: _Toc189740507]Internal Assessment Work in Brief
Internal assessment is an integral part of the IB Psychology course and is compulsory for both SL and HL students. It enables students to demonstrate the application of their skills and knowledge, and to pursue their personal interests without the time limitations and other constraints that are associated with written examinations.
The internal assessment requirements at SL and at HL are the same. Students will investigate a published study, theory or model relevant to their learning in psychology by conducting an experimental investigation and reporting the findings.
Students are required to work as part of a group to plan and conduct the investigation using experimental research design. The research method, subjects and materials, as well as the operationalization of the Independent and Dependent Variables, will be the result of the group working together. 
Once the data has been generated the collaboration is complete. Each student will write up the report independently of other group members. The data will be analysed and conclusions drawn independently. Students should not discuss the results with other members of the group. Likewise, the evaluation should be carried out independently.
The group must consist of a minimum of two students and a maximum of four students. SL and HL students may work together.
Ethical guidelines should be adhered to throughout the planning, conducting and reporting of the experimental work for internal assessment.
[bookmark: _Toc189740508]Choice of Topic
The experiment is an opportunity for students to investigate an area of interest to them, to enrich their studies and stimulate their curiosity. The following points will serve as a guide to the choice of topic. 
The topic can be from any area of psychology. 
The theory or model on which the investigation is based must appear in a peer-reviewed publication. 
The link between the study or model used and the students’ aims and objectives for their experiment must be made clear. 
The relevance of the experiment, that is the reason for carrying out the experiment, must be made clear.
[bookmark: _Toc189740509]The Report
The report should be between 1,800 and 2,200 words in length and consist of the following components:
Introduction
Exploration
Analysis
Evaluation
References
Appendices
[bookmark: _Toc189740510]Referencing Books in APA Style
Although only one source, the original study, is required in the Internal Assessment task, you may as many sources as possible and relevant. External sources can especially help you with analysis (criterion C) and evaluation (criterion D) of your results. Your Internal Assessment report should follow the APA style of referencing. The following chapters contain the basics of APA with simple examples.
[bookmark: _Toc189740511]Basics. This chapter contains examples on how to reference books. Adding a reference within the text is basically simple. There are two ways to do in-text references in APA, parenthetical and narrative. When you are paraphrasing your source with a parenthetical in-text reference, you should add at the end of the sentence or at the end of the chapter within the parenthesis the surname of the author, year of the publication and page number. Here is an example. IB-students may struggle with APA style referencing (Surname, 2015, p. 11).
You can also paraphrase your source with a narrative reference. Surname (2015) found that IB-students may struggle with APA style referencing (p. 11). Notice that the year of publication appears after the author in the main text and the page number is at the end of the paraphrased part in this way of paraphrasing. If you reference only one page, use one p, if you use several pages, use two p’s e.g. (Surname, 2015, pp. 23-28).
[bookmark: _Toc189740512]Direct Quotes. In addition to paraphrasing, you can quote your source directly. If your quote contains less than 40 words, use quotation marks. Here are two examples. Surname (2015) found that “students in upper secondary school might have difficulties with APA style referencing” (p. 11). Studies reveal that “students in upper secondary school might have difficulties with APA style referencing” (Surname, 2015, p. 11). 
If you want to use quotes that are 40 words or longer, you should write the quoted text in an own indented chapter without quotation marks. Use the Long Quote APA style and add the page number in parenthesis at the end of the quoted text. Notice that the there is no dot after the page number. Here is an example. Surname (2015) found that: 
Upper secondary school students may often encounter difficulties with scientific writing and different styles of referencing. For the most part, this is because scientific writing is not practised in primary school. In addition, the accuracy of scientific writing might seem a bit too challenging, especially in the beginning of upper secondary school. Despite the difficulties, it’s possible for all the students in upper secondary school to learn the basics of scientific writing with proper referencing techniques. (pp. 13-14)
[bookmark: _Toc189740513]Several Authors. If the source has two authors, both authors are marked in parenthesis (Surname1 & Surname2, 2016, pp. 23-28). Authors names are differentiated with & in parenthesis. Otherwise same principles apply. Always use the same order of authors as in the original source.
If the source has 3-5 authors, all the names are marked in the first reference. After the first reference only the first name in alphabetical order is marked and after that et al. Here is an example. Students in upper secondary school may face difficulties in scientific writing (Surname1, Surname2 & Surname3, 2014, p. 24). Especially APA style referencing can be awkward (Surname1 et al., 2014, p. 27). Otherwise same principles apply.
If there are six or more authors, only the first name in the order as they appear in is marked and after that et al. (Surname et al., 2017, p. 10). This happens every time with six or more authors. Otherwise same principles apply.
If you refer to two or more sources within the same paraphrase, sources are differentiated with a semicolon in the in-text reference. Here is an example. Despite difficulties, IB-students find it fascinating to write scientific text (Surname1, 2013, pp. 14-15; Surname2, 2002, p. 45). Otherwise same principles apply.
[bookmark: _Toc189740514]Referencing Scientific Articles in APA Style
Scientific articles are referenced in the same manner as books with the following difference. Page number is not marked in the in-text reference, but in the reference list. Here is an example. IB-students may struggle with APA style referencing (Surname, 2015). Otherwise, same principles apply.
However, with short and long quotes you need to input the page numbers in the in-text references as well. Her is an example. Studies reveal that “students in upper secondary school might have difficulties with APA style referencing” (Surname, 2015, p. 557). With long quotes the page number comes after the quote, just like explained above.
[bookmark: _Toc189740515]Referencing Electric Databases in APA Style
Electric databases usually contain large research results archived in electric form. In-text references are done in the same manner as scientific articles with the following difference. If the organization that has conducted the research is known, it is mentioned before the author and separated from the author with &. Here is an example. Students skills in scientific writing has been researched with surveys (School Survey & Surname, 2015). 
[bookmark: _Toc189740516]Referencing Websites in APA style
Referencing websites follows the same principles as all the previous examples. Websites, however, can be problematic, because sometimes the required information is not available. If the author of the website and publication date is known, website is referred in the same manner as scientific article. Here is an example. Writing skills among upper secondary school students has progressed (Surname, 2017). 
If the author is unknown, the name of the website is marked in quotation marks within parenthesis in the in-text reference. Here are two examples. Writing skills among upper secondary school students has progressed (“Ministry of education”, 2017). According to ministry of education (2017) writing skills among upper secondary school students has progressed. 
If the publication date of the website is not available, mark n.d. instead of year of publication. Here are two examples. Writing skills among upper secondary school students has progressed (“Ministry of education”, n.d.). According to ministry of education (n.d.) writing skills among upper secondary school students has progressed.
[bookmark: _Toc189740517]Referencing YouTube Videos in APA Style
Although not recommended in Internal Assessment, you can use YouTube as a possible source. Sometimes professors and researchers in general can give university level lectures related to their field of expertise. YouTube videos may also contain links to books and scientific articles. Referencing YouTube videos follows the same principles as previous examples. If author is known, in-text references are done in the same manner as websites. Here are two examples. Students in upper secondary school watch a lot of YouTube videos (Surname, 2025). According to Surname (2025), students in upper secondary school watch a lot of YouTube videos. If the real name of the author is unknown, YouTube username is used. Here is an example. Students in upper secondary school watch a lot of YouTube videos (SchoolTuber, 2025). 
[bookmark: _Toc189740518]Reference List Examples
There are eight examples in the reference list in the following order. (1) Book written by one author. (2) 3rd edition book written by three authors. (3) Scientific article with doi written by one author. (4) Scientific article with url written by two authors. (5) Electric database. (6) Website with author. (7) Website without author. (8) YouTube video. 
The reference list should be in alphabetical order according to the main author with each source. 


[bookmark: _Toc189740519]References
Surname, A. (Year of publication). Title of the book: Capitol letter also for possible subtitle. Publisher information. 
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[bookmark: _Toc189740520]Appendices
The appendices do not count towards the word count but should be kept to a minimum. Appendices should include: 
· raw data tables 
· print-outs of calculations and/or results from statistics software or calculations made for analytical purposes
· consent form pro forma (unfilled)
· copy of standardized instructions and debriefing notes 
· supplementary materials.
