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INVICTUS






MOVIE : Invictus is an American movie directed by 

Clint Eastwood released in 2009. The title Invictus  means 

undefeated or unconquered in Latin, and is the title of 

a poem by English poet William Ernest Henley (1849–1903).

This poem inspired Nelson Mandela during his time in prison.

Here is the most famous quotation from the poem : 

I'm the master of my fate, I'm the Captain of my soul.

....................................................................................................
PLOT : In 1995, South Africa is to host the Rugby 

World Cup. After 27 years in jail, Nelson Mandela 

(Morgan Freeman) is released and elected President 

of South Africa. Mandela wants to use that sport

event to unite his country which is divided because of

apartheid. But the South African rugby team, the Springboks, represents racial prejudice and racism and is not supported by the blacks. Mandela  meets with the captain of the Springboks team, François Pienaar (Matt Damon), and explains that a Springboks victory in the World Cup would unite and inspire the nation. Pienaar motivates his team. Will the Springboks be strong enough to win the World Cup ?

 NELSON MANDELA

Nelson Mandela (born in 1918 ) was president of South Africa from 1994 to 1999. He was the first South African president to be elected democratically. Before his presidency, Mandela was an anti-apartheid activist, and the leader of the armed wing of the African National Congress (ANC). In 1962 he was arrested, convicted of sabotage  and sentenced to life in prison. He spent 27 years in prison and was released in 1990. He led his party to reconciliation between whites and blacks, when he was elected he fought for equality and against poverty in his country. He won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1993.

APARTHEID

Apartheid was a system of racial segregation enforced by the National Party governments of South Africa between 1948 and 1994 .It stated that “non-whites” had less rights than whites who were supposed to be superior. Residential areas were segregated, black people were deprived of their citizenship. The government segregated education, medical care, beaches, and other public services, and provided black people with services inferior to those of white people. Anti-apartheid leaders like Nelson Mandela were imprisoned. In 1990 President Frederik Willem de Klerk began negotiations to end apartheid, culminating in multi-racial democratic elections in 1994.

English Test on Invictus

NAME : …………………… DATE : ……………………………………….………. FORM : ….

REMARKS : …………………………………………………………………..….. MARK : ……..      

                                                                                                                               20                                                                                                                                              
1) Tick the right boxes   (                                                     10 points

     About Nelson Mandela

	a) Nelson Mandela was
	American (                     
	South African (

	
	
	

	b) He was elected president from
	2004 to 2009 (                      
	1994 to 1999 (


	c) He was in favour of                                 
	reconciliation (                     
	revenge (


	d) In 1994, South Africa was 
	divided (                                           
	united (


	e) Most black people were
	poor  (                     
	rich (


	 About the film Invictus
 
	
	

	g) The role of F. Pienaar is played by
	Matt Damon (                     
	Leonardo Di Caprio (


	h) The Springboks are                                
	a football team (                     
	a rugby team (


	i) In 1994, they represented 
	equality (  
	 racial prejudice (


	j) Invictus is the title of
	a poem (
	a song ( 

	
	
	

	k) In Latin, it means                                         


	victorious (
	unconquered ( 


2) Answer the following questions.                                                         10 points

On Nelson Mandela

a) Who was Nelson Mandela?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

b) How many years did he spend in prison?

   ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

   c) What did he fight against?

   ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

d) What is apartheid?

  ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

e) What did he win in 1993?

   ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
  On the film Invictus

f) Who directed the movie ?

 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

g)  Who plays the role of Nelson Mandela ?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

g) Who was François Pienaar in real life ?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

h) What team do the blacks support at the beginning of the film ?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

i) Who supports the Springboks ?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

BONUS :Identify the following document and explain it. + 2
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