
lower order thinking skills                                                                                                                                                                                     higher order thinking skills 
remember understand apply analyze evaluate create 

recognizing 
(identifying) 
 
recalling 
(retrieving) 

interpreting 
(clarifying, 
paraphrasing, 
representing, 
translating) 
 
exemplifying 
(illustrating, 
instantiating) 
 
classifying 
(categorizing, 
subsuming) 
 
summarizing 
(abstracting, 
generalizing) 
 
inferring 
(concluding, 
extrapolating, 
interpolating, 
predicting) 
 
comparing 
(contrasting, 
mapping, 
matching) 
 
explaining 
(constructing) 
 

executing 
(carrying on) 
 
implementing 
(using) 

differentiating 
(discriminating, 
distinguishing, 
focusing, 
selecting) 
 
organizing 
(finding, 
coherence, 
integrating, 
outlining, 
parsing, 
structuring) 
 
attributing 
(deconstructing) 

checking 
(coordinating, 
detecting, 
monitoring, 
testing) 
 
critiquing 
(judging) 

generating 
(hypothesizing) 
 
planning 
(designing) 
 
producing 
(construct) 

 


