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I’'m pure and you'ne simple
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oé)”ﬁ} NG GO ... Valentine’s Day has a history of sex and violence.
r /) 7 @/T;;F 3 the violence. In Rome AD 270 the mad ¥ the name they took out of the box was their partner for
ﬂ W A / A o l ,. emperor, Claudius, had problems getting soldiers. ¥ the year. The next year there was a new lottery and a
- . Married men didn’t want to leave their families and go ¥ new partner. Naturally, the church wasn't happy about
 to war, so Claudius banned marriage. But a bishop ¥ this festival so they banned it and invented a new one
. _called Valentine invited young lovers to visit him so : called St Valentine’s Day. Now the lottery box
they could be married secretly. Claudius was furious v contained the names of saints and both men and
when he found out and the bishop was clubbed, then y Women drew out cards. Then they had to spend the
stoned, then beheaded. v year following the example of the saint on their card.
G%K/ }A(’ sev 2400 years later the Pope wanted to : DJ% 5 no JZ[];U)‘J:)'C’ that nowadays the love element
- stop a Roman festival called Lupercus. This was a kind v has come back. But the name is still the Pope’s choice
* of lottery. The names of teenage girls were putintoa ¢ - St Valentine’s Day.
box and teenage boys took out names-randomly. And
A
v Xove, tove, loe
v Love, love, love/ A —
A4 n the UK Valentine’s Day is a N s ”
¥ day for lovers. Or for people i ‘ @%;) (léﬂfdﬂe memw’y
v > 1 F
. who want to be lovers. People @Z”C/' f?. : 3 l remember hating Valentine’s Day. Every year
b send cards to the person they love - entine /9 OCHES B 3 everybody at school got cards except for me. My
v ?)ut they don’t put their own names Inside many cards are poems like these: B ‘ friends were always asking me, “How many did L
v inside. Many people guess who sent B ‘ you get, Gavin?” and I always lied, “Oh, a couple, what
y thecard: it’s from my boyfriend, it’s J bet you a cuddle ,.'.. j ‘ about you?”. They always seemed to have loads of
v from my wife. Others spend the J let you a Riss . 4 ‘ cards. Now I'm older I know they were probably lying. e
¥ whole day wondering who sent the J bet you'tl never guess 8 i But I didn’t then. -
¥ mystery card: maybe it’s from that Whe sent you this! £ 1 Anyway, one year I got one. I couldn’t believe it! T ¥ \O} ir/i Zﬂl( Z:,j’ é?}(/l .9 .
v Rom.lzo I met at the disco, maybe . ' 1 ‘ could smell the perfume coming off it before I opened ¥ Here are some thoushts from American kids:
: it’s from that idiot next-door. Dear Valentine 3 ‘ the envelope. I took it up to my room and opened it. v & .
v . o J feel so btlue ¥ _" l I still remember what was on it: two pears and a slogan : “Love is the most important thing in the world, but "
S S D 1.f spent months Why am I always . ;i ‘ inside “Wouldn't we make a lovely pear!” I was really g baseball is pretty good to0.” STepraNIE, AGE 8
v admiring someone’s charm Fhin ﬁing of you? . : ‘ excited. I spent all day at school in a daydream * J. " g e .
; - 3 3 ISR dlways Pow You [0oR. LLOOR ar me, L Aas
y buthave nevz::r been able to tell : wondering who had sent it. I suppose everyone likes ¢ bandsome min ; bz’:;v S e T Y
v them, Valentine’s Day is your big J ds Ne Our ‘ to have a secret admirer. Of course I showed the card 4 - ye; /" Brian iGE 7g ’ | s
v chance! You look up their address you J Fknife love . 4 ‘ to all my mates and asked if they could recognise the ¥ ’
¥ in the phone book. You write down lave love can in : ‘ handwriting. Somebody thought it was from one of ¥ Why lovers often hold hands: They want to make sure
¥ all those passionate feelings - loads me gou cut twe ‘ the girls in the year above us so I was walking on air ¥ their rings don't fall off because they paid good money
¥ of love and kisses, you handsome when I came home. WS Benpan b ¥ v
¥ beast! And th i This i ‘ ill wi MR T 3 '
N then you can hide This is my peem - I still wish my mum had never told me that she had T think you're supposed to get shot with an
. behind the question mark - from Jts M'm,pee and twe ‘ sent the card. : arrow or something, but the rest of it
v Your sec‘ret admirer w eIt thfa Dear o ‘ She said she had wanted to cheer me up. I was v isn’t supposed to be so painful.”
w Pperson likes you they’ll certainly try J love yau.’ ‘ always so disappointed on Valentine’s Day so she had ¥ ITRd AGE 8
% ';0 find out whetITe’r the card was ‘ posted the card from work. I never told my friends the & 1% nor rushing into love. I'm finding
v trom you. Then, it’s up to you how Our bave is puwre and om& truth - they would have died laughing! ¥ fourth grade hard enough.”
¥ secret you want your love to be. ‘ (Gavin, 24) ¥ REecINA, AGE 10 B



