Human Rights Education: stand up for your rights.

United States Declaration of Independence
qth July, 1776.

1- Read the text and answer the following questions (10 minutes):
- To which Laws are the rights claimed with this Declaration entitled?
- Explain why is the consent of the governed important.

2- Search on the web the meaning of: “Laws of Nature”, “Positive Law” and “Social
contract” (copy and paste definitions. Cite your sources!) (20 minutes)

3- Read the Preamble to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, find principles in
common with the first Declaration and highlight them. (10 minutes)

4- Prepare a brief presentation of your work for the class. (10 minutes)

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the
political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers
of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God
entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare
the causes which impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed
by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the
pursuit of Happiness. — That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men,
deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, — That whenever any Form of
Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to
abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and
organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety
and Happiness. [...]

Fonte:
www.archivio.formazione.unimib.it/DATA /Insegnamenti/7 1448/materiale/dichiarazioni

%20diritti.doc

Universal Declaration of Human Rights
Preamble
Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all

members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world,

Whereas disregard and contempt for human rights have resulted in barbarous acts which
have outraged the conscience of mankind, and the advent of a world in which human
beings shall enjoy freedom of speech and belief and freedom from fear and want has been
proclaimed as the highest aspiration of the common people,

I.I.S. Tartaglia Olivieri Brescia. Prof.ssa C. Padula


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Natural_law
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Self-evidence
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_men_are_created_equal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Creator_deity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inalienable_rights
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Life,_liberty_and_the_pursuit_of_happiness
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Life,_liberty_and_the_pursuit_of_happiness
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Consent_of_the_governed
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Right_of_revolution
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Right_of_revolution
http://www.archivio.formazione.unimib.it/DATA/Insegnamenti/7_1448/materiale/dichiarazioni%20diritti.doc
http://www.archivio.formazione.unimib.it/DATA/Insegnamenti/7_1448/materiale/dichiarazioni%20diritti.doc

Human Rights Education: stand up for your rights.

Whereas it is essential, if man is not to be compelled to have recourse, as a last resort, to
rebellion against tyranny and oppression, that human rights should be protected by the
rule of law,

Whereas it is essential to promote the development of friendly relations between nations,

Whereas the peoples of the United Nations have in the Charter reaffirmed their faith in
fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person and in the equal
rights of men and women and have determined to promote social progress and better
standards of life in larger freedom,

Whereas Member States have pledged themselves to achieve, in co-operation with the
United Nations, the promotion of universal respect for and observance of human rights
and fundamental freedoms,

Whereas a common understanding of these rights and freedoms is of the greatest
importance for the full realization of this pledge,

Now, Therefore THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY proclaims THIS UNIVERSAL
DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS as a common standard of achievement for all
peoples and all nations, to the end that every individual and every organ of society, keeping
this Declaration constantly in mind, shall strive by teaching and education to promote
respect for these rights and freedoms and by progressive measures, national and
international, to secure their universal and effective recognition and observance, both
among the peoples of Member States themselves and among the peoples of territories
under their jurisdiction.

http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/
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