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Growing up
When did you last cry?
British newspaper asked a group of teenagers about their lives. 

Isla (15)
lives in a small village on the south coast of England.
What made you laugh the most over the last week?
When Dad’s chair suddenly broke and he fell on the floor. He didn’t laugh, though.
When did you last cry?
Last summer when Granny died.
Have you ever been in love?
Lots of times.
What’s your fondest memory?
When I got a puppy for my 10th birthday. He’s still my best friend.
Is being a teenager difficult?
It’s OK. But sometimes there’s too much peer pressure.

Jimmy (17)
has Jamaican roots and lives in Bristol.
What do you like to do in your free time?
Hang around with my mates, practise bass.
Would you say you’re ambitious?
I’d say I am. I have goals and I’m ready to work hard.
Have you ever been bullied?
In primary school I was bullied because I was small for my age.
What advice would you like to give to adults?
They should try and remember what they were like when they were our age.




Yasmeen (16)
moved to Manchester from Pakistan five years ago.
Do you like where you live?
It’s much better here than in Pakistan. Life was dangerous there.
What takes up most of your free time?
I babysit my little sisters. Sometimes I go to town with my friends. I have basketball practice twice a week.
When are you happiest?
When I’m with my family.
What are you afraid of?
War and terrorism.

Alisha (16)
goes to a boarding school in Cardiff, Wales.
Would you like to be famous?
Sure. Who wouldn’t?
What’s your dream job?
A fashion designer. Or maybe a fitness trainer.
Where would you like to live when you’re older?
In a big city, London or New York, for example.
What’s the biggest lesson life’s taught you?
Don’t give up even if you don’t succeed at first. Keep on trying.

Nasif (18)
lives in north London.
Have you ever been in a fistfight?
Never. I don’t like fighting.
Have you ever had a hangover?
I’m Muslim. I don’t drink. But I don’t judge others.
Have you ever been in trouble with the police?
Once, when I was 12 I jumped on top of a couple of cars and a police officer saw me.
What is your motto in life?
My motto is: Live and let live.


How to get along with yourself
Larry, 17
I had to give a presentation at school about a book I had read. The book’s name was Dracula. I knew what I was talking about, but it seemed to me that everyone was staring at me and thinking I was a loser. I hated every minute of my twenty-minute talk! When I finished the classroom was in total silence. Nobody said anything. I started going back to my desk. I wanted to go home.
Then a girl in the back of the class said, ‘Wow! I’ve got to read that book! You made it sound so interesting.’
[bookmark: _GoBack]The teacher told me to come back to the front of the class and answer questions. There were dozens. I got a lot of praise from the teacher and my classmates. I realized I had done OK. It was quite an experience for me.
