1. Describing people: Compound adjectives

Read through the statements below, then decide the character or personality of the people who said them.  Write the numbers 1-15 next to the adjectives below.

absent-minded
ill-mannered

thin-skinned 
cool-headed

long-winded

tight-fisted

dim-witted

loud-mouthed

traditionally-minded

generous-spirited
self-centred

two-faced

hard-hearted

short-tempered 
weak-willed
1 ‘I get real pleasure from helping my neighbours and doing charity work.’ 

2 ‘I’m glad the neighbour’s cat went missing. No more cat droppings in my garden.’

3 ‘I think men should always hold the door open for women.’

4    'No, I'd better not have a chocolate biscuit, thanks, I'm on a diet.  But they do look nice, don't they? Oh, all right then, just one.'

5 'Let’s not to celebrate our 25th wedding anniversary. Think of the money we’ll save.'

6 ‘I don’t care if my guests have a good time. The important thing about my party is that I enjoy myself.’

7 ‘I sent an angry email to Amy’s parents, but regretted it later.’

8 ‘Two students did a comedy sketch about me and I cried for weeks afterwards.’

9 ‘Some colleagues complain when my morning openings go on for an hour and a half.’

10 ‘When things go wrong and people start panicking, I do my best to remain calm.’

11 ‘Teachers are basically babysitters, so why do they need all that expensive training?’

12 ‘I often tell the head he’s wonderful, then laugh about him behind his back.’

13 ‘Which classroom am I teaching in? My usual classroom? Which one is that?’

14 ‘Oi, teacher! This lesson is crap!’

15 ‘My teacher says I disturb the lessons when I shout insults at other pupils.’
2. Adverbs for emphasis
bitterly, distinctly, firmly, fully, genuinely, safely, seriously, sincerely, strictly, strongly

Make the following sentences more emphatic by adding an adverb.

1 1 I can …………….. say that the use of technology has improved our students’ learning outcomes.

2 I …………….. regret burning my old school books.

3 Our teachers …………….. oppose the use of mobile phones in the classroom.

4 Gwyn …………….. denies copying Jessica’s work. 

5 Our head …………….. believes that school should be enjoyed, rather than endured.

6 I …………….. feel we need to look at the way teachers behave to one another in this school.

7 Our school …………….. forbids facial piercings.

8 We …………….. accept the right of every parent to be involved in the education of their child.

9 I …………….. doubt that Thomas will get into Oxford University.

10 Kirsty, I …………….. recall telling you to put that mobile away.

3. Formal writing – replacing ‘thing’
The word "thing" is typically used in informal spoken language. In academic writing or in formal speech other words may be used instead.

aspect 
     point 
            
detail 
matter 
         factor

item 
     element          
area 
issue 
         subject
Choose the best alternative.
1 The question of equal opportunity is the key detail/issue in the debate.

2 What is the first area/item on the agenda?

3 Social media is not a point/subject I know much about.

4 The recession was caused by a number of factors/points.

5 When building a team three areas/items to consider are diversity, leadership and goal setting.

6 Those are the good areas/points about the plan. What about the drawbacks?

7 It is a complex problem with a number of aspects/matters that need to be considered.

8 The municipality usually deals with these matters/subjects.

9 We welcome the report although there are one or two details/factors we are unsure about.

10 Student success usually depends on three aspects/elements - motivation, organisation and luck.

