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Three dimensions
Behavioral Affective/Emotional Cognitive 

Active participation in 
school activities

Feelings towards school 
and learning

Investment in 
learning

Commitment to school 
rules and norms

Sense of belonging Perceiving school 
significant

Perseverance reflected in 
actions

Social and academic 
support received

Cognitions such as 
self-regulation, 
effort, and attention

Dedication to learning Interest and lack of 
boredom and anxiety

Virtanen, T., & Pelkonen, J. (2023). Poissa porukasta: Vahvista 
kouluun kiinnittymistä ja puutu poissaoloihin. PS-kustannus.

Overall engagement Situation-specific engagement

Long-term average engagement 
in school

Student's experiences of 
engagement may vary

Information collected in various 
situations and at different times

Emotions, actions, and 
cognitions manifested by the 
student in different situations

Basis for what is currently known 
about engagement

Influenced by various 
situational factors

Two levels



Finn, J.D., Zimmer, K.S. (2012). Student Engagement: What Is It? Why Does It Matter?. In: Christenson, S., Reschly, A., Wylie, C. 
(eds) Handbook of Research on Student Engagement. Springer, Boston, MA. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-1-4614-2018-7_5

Guiding framework for Erasmus+ All-in: A bet for School Engagement for Everyone (All-in ED)



Finnish School Health Promotion Study 
(Kouluterveyskysely): Weakening at all grade levels
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4.-5. graders from -21 to -23

”I’m engaged in school”

”I’m engaged in school”

8.-9. graders High school Vocational school



How to facilitate it?

Karhu, A. (2018). Check in, check out! Käyttäytymisen tehostettua tukea lähikoulussa (Faculty of 
Education and Psychology, Dissertations 6) [väitöskirja, Jyväskylän 
yliopisto].

Weekly collection of 
information about the 
student's progress.

The school team meets 
every 2-3 weeks to 
assess progress.

CICO 
support 
modified.

Student 
leaves 
CICO.

Strong general support (Tier 1): Behavioral expecta-
tions are defined and regularly taught to all students.

General support is not sufficient: The school team, 
together with parents, decides to initiate CICO.

CICO support either begins or continues.

Morning
meeting

Feedback 
to parents

Regular 
feedback 
from 
teachers

After-
noon
meeting



PART 1: Student EngagementOUT OF THE PEER GROUP: Strengthen Students’ 
Engagement and Prevent School Absences
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PART 2: School Nonattendance
PART 3: Promoting Engagement and Preventing Nonattendance



To order the book (with 20% discount)

All-in: A Bet for School Engagement for Everyone (All-in ED). 
Sept 26th, 2023. Tuomo Virtanen.



Comments, questions, open discussion…
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To order the book (with 20% discount)
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