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Education in Africa is the product of three 

major forces: 

Indigenous education 

Religion (Christianity and Islam) and

Colonialism
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Indigeneous education

1 In principle, indigenous education cannot be 
faulted and should be a part of all educational 
systems.

2 It is understandable that, when they achieved 
freedom from the colonial powers, most African 
countries chose to indigenize or Africanize their 
education systems.

3 In hindsight, the rigorous emphasis on and pursuit 
of indigenous education in Africa after freedom 
from colonialism, was not unproblematic and may 
even have disadvantaged the people and the 
countries in some ways. 
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