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Unemployment rates

In September 2004, 26% of South Africa’s economically 
active population was unemployed. Official unemployment 
definitions only partially reflect the situation. An expanded 
definition includes those who would like to find employment 
but who are discouraged, and therefore, have not actively 
sought work in the previous month. By this expanded 
definition, unemployment levels were at a staggering 41% at 
the end of 2004.

POVERTY
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R800 is regarded as the ultra poverty line
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Population aged 15-65 years by annual income catego ry and 
province (Emerging voices)

Eastern Cape 
%

KwaZulu-Natal 
%

Limpopo % South Africa %

No income 2.92 2.74 2.39 2.24

R1-400 18.45 14.86 27.51 13.77

R401-800 17.68 18.18 19.56 16.96

R801-1600 19.80 21.15 15.86 22.00

R1601-3200 17.67 18.93 16.07 19.01

R3201-6400 14.42 14.06 12.56 13.96

R6401-12800 6.33 6.73 4.37 7.48

R12801-25600 1.74 2.22 1.10 2.06

R25601-51200 0.51 0.65 0.33 0.98

R51201-R102400 0.26 0.28 0.2 0.37

R102401-204800 0.13 0.14 0.08 0.18

R204801 or more 0.07 0.08 0.05 0.11

CIA Factbook gives average per capita income in South Africa as $9700=R97 000)
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THE RURAL – URBAN DIVIDE IN South Africa: 
SOME SNAPSHOTS Pretoria Boys High
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Grey College Bloemfontein (established 17 January 1 859)
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Near Thoyohandou, Limpopo
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Bushbuckridge area (De Bruin )
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Bushbuckridge area (De Bruin) continued …
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Bushbuckridge area (De Bruin) continued …
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SCHOOL REGISTER OF NEEDS 2000
There were 414 more schools in 2000. In 1996 there were 26 734 ordinary schools, 
compared to 27 148 in 2000.

The provinces with the largest share of schools were Eastern Cape, which had 
22.0% in 1996 and 23.1% in 2000, and KwaZulu-Natal, which had 19.4% in 
1996 and 21.1% in 2000.
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There has been a decline (of 175) in the number of platoon schools (where 
one school uses another school’s buildings) from 1 198 to 1 023
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In 2000, Independent schools were found to have a learner-educator 
ratio of 15:1, seventeen points lower than that of public schools (32:1).
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FACILITIES

Significant improvements were reported in the provision of basic facilities such as 
sanitation, telecommunications, water provision, power supply, housing for 
educators, hostels for learners and access for learners who are physically 
disabled.

SANITATION

There was a 38 percentage point improvement in the provision of sanitation. 
In 1996, 55% of learners (6,6 million) in schools were without toilet facilities. 
In 1996, the learner:toilet ratio was 41:1, or 41 learners to one toilet. In 2000, 
only 16.6% of learners (1.9 million) were without toilet facilities and the 
learner:toilet ratio had improved to 35:1.
In 2000, 15% of toilets were not working at the time of the survey, the majority 
of those not working being in rural areas.
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Distribution of schools with toilets in South 
Africa in 2000
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Schools without telecommunications facilities

Water provision

Schools without water on site
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Unexpectedly, since 1996, there has been a decline in the number of schools that 
had buildings in excellent and good condition and an increase in the number of 
schools that reported weak and very weak buildings.

In 1996, 11 003 schools reported that they had excellent and good building 
conditions. This number decreased to 5 078 in 2000.
Schools that reported weak and very weak buildings increased from 4 377 in 
1996 to 9 375 in 2000.
This decline in schools with excellent and good buildings could be an 
indication of low investment in infrastructure maintenance or different  
methodologies used in conducting the 1996 and 2000 surveys. In 1996, 
independent fieldworkers were used to carry out the surveys, while in 2000, 
principals completed the form.

CONDITION OF BUILDINGS


