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Van der Berg portrays the percentages of the various age groups in 

school by race in 1995 in the following graph

Figure 2: Percentage of age group at school by race, 1995
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Crouch provides a table which presents grade-specific enrolment ratios in 2003 and 

compares two data sources namely the 2003 Household Survey data and the 2003 

EMIS data of the Department of Education.

Grade 2003 Household 

Survey

2003 

EMIS

1 139% 125%

2 114% 109%

3 102% 99%

4 105% 94%

5 106% 102%

6 113% 108%

7 113% 98%

8 105% 98%

9 100% 92%

10 117% 113%

11 89% 76%

12 72% 50%

Table 1: Grade-specific enrolment 

ratios in 2003, comparing two data 

sources



University of Jyväskylä © Institute of Educational Leadership

Master of Educational Management
and Leadership 3

University of Pretoria

Figure 3: Mean educational attainment by birth cohort 

and race: using combined census data
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Table 2: Education profile of the SA population by race 

for two age groups, Census 2001
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The Nelson Mandela Foundation reports the reasons for dropouts and absenteeism as 

reported by teachers as follows:

Table 3: Reasons for dropouts and absenteeism as reported by 

teachers

Reason
% of females 
who have 
dropped out

% of males 
who have 
dropped out

Care of siblings   22 7

Helping parents with domestic work 41 22

Helping parents with cultivation and livestock   21 41

Wage labour  4 9

Lack of parental interest in education  51 48

Lack of learner interest in education 30 42

Schooling is too expensive 7 8

Looking after sick family members 16 12

Pregnancy 29
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It seems that all the reasons can be linked to poverty. It also 

seems that wage labour and the cost of schooling are the reasons 

least often cited in this regard. Louw et al. make the same 

observation. The lack of parental and learner interest in education 

can perhaps be most strongly linked to poverty, parents and 

learners not appreciating or seeing the possibility of education 

leading to an improvement of their financial situation and living 

conditions as well as other factors such as parents’ level of 

education and the structure and socio-economic circumstances of 

the family (Grant and Allman; Anderson and Lam; the Nelson 

Mandela Foundation). In addition, Coetzee points to lack of 

departmental interest in schools as a factor negatively influencing 

motivation and contributing to dropouts.
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Unemployment rates

In September 2004, 26% of South Africa’s 

economically active population was unemployed. 

Official unemployment definitions only partially 

reflect the situation. As expanded definition includes 

those who would like to find employment but who 

are discouraged, and therefore, have not actively 

sought work in the previous month. By this 

expanded definition, unemployment levels were at a 

staggering 41% at the end of 2004.
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Western Cape HDI
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Statistics South Africa
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Statistics South Africa
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Education Statistics 2006
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Education Statistics 2006
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