Some facts and characters abut Finnish education system:

The welfare of Finnish society is built on education, culture and knowledge. All children are guaranteed opportunities for study and self-development according to their abilities, irrespective of their place of residence, language or financial status. All pupils are entitled to competent and high-quality education and guidance and to a safe learning environment and well-being. The flexible education system and basic educational security make for equity and consistency in results. 


The basic compulsory educational system in Finland is the nine-year comprehensive school (Finnish peruskoulu, Swedish grundskola, "basic school"), for which school attendance is mandatory (homeschooling is allowed, but rare). There are no "gifted" programs, and the more able children are expected to help those who are slower to catch on.
Schools up to university level are almost exclusively funded and administered by municipalities of Finland (local government). There are few private schools. The founding of a new private comprehensive school requires a political decision by the Council of State. When founded, private schools are given a state grant comparable to that given to a municipal school of the same size. However, even in private schools, the use of tuition fees is strictly prohibited, and selective admission is prohibited, as well: private schools must admit all its pupils on the same basis as the corresponding municipal school. In addition, private schools are required to give their students all the social entitlements that are offered to the students of municipal schools. Because of this, existing private schools are mostly faith-based or Steiner schools, which are comprehensive by definition.
Teachers, who are fully unionized, follow state curriculum guidelines but are accorded a great deal of autonomy as to methods of instruction and are even allowed to choose their own textbooks


Classes are small, seldom more than twenty pupils. From the outset pupils are expected to learn two languages in addition to the language of the school (usually Finnish or Swedish), and students in grades one through nine spend from four to eleven periods each week taking classes in art, music, cooking, carpentry, metalwork, and textiles. 


Instead of individual interest and isolation characterising the leadership work of locally managed schools and systems, Finland‟s systemic leadership is grounded in principles of trust, cooperation and responsibility. 


Fundamental principles
The main objective of Finnish education policy is to offer all citizens equal opportunities to receive education, regardless of age, domicile, financial situation, sex or mother tongue. Education is considered to be one of the fundamental rights of all citizens. 

Firstly, provisions concerning fundamental educational rights guarantee everyone (not just Finnish citizens) the right to free basic education; the provisions also specify compulsory education. Secondly, the public authorities are also obligated to guarantee everyone an equal opportunity to obtain other education besides basic education according to their abilities and special needs, and to develop themselves without being prevented by economic hardship.
In addition, the public authorities are obligated to provide for the educational needs of the Finnish- and Swedish-speaking population according to the same criteria. Approximately 5.5 per cent of the population have Swedish as their mother tongue. Both language groups have the right to education in their own mother tongue. Regulations on the language of instruction are stipulated in legislation concerning different levels of education. The entirely Swedish-speaking Province of Åland has its own educational legislation.
A major objective of Finnish education policy is to achieve as high a level of education and competence as possible for the whole population. One of the basic principles behind this has been to offer post-compulsory education to whole age groups. In international terms, a high percentage of each age group goes on to upper secondary education when they leave comprehensive school: more than 90 per cent of those completing basic education continue their studies in general upper secondary schools or vocational upper secondary education and training. Issues of educational equality are among the key topics in the new Development Plan for Education and Research for 2007–2012. Its objectives include raising the level of education of the population. The aim is that 92.5 per cent of the age group 25-34 –years-olds will by 2015 pass an examination on upper secondary or tertiary level. 

The general structure of education reflects these principles through building open avenues and avoiding dead ends which would lead offside after inconsiderate choices at whatever junction.


Did you know this?

-School starts that year you are 7 years old

-pre-primary education is possible for 6 years old.  Local authorities may provide pre-primary education in schools, day-care centres, and family day-care homes or in other appropriate places. 

-Almost full enrolment (99.4% in 2009) is recorded in pre-primary education for children 6-7 years, about 70% of whom also attend day care. 

-weekly hours in basic education from 19 to 30. First graders from 19-21 and then longer schooldays depending on municipalitis own 

-schools starts at the middle of August and ends beginning of June. For example this year 13.8.2012-1.6.2013

-three longer vacations during schoolyear: autumn (mid of October), christmasholiday (from 1-2 weeks) and February-March one week (”skiing holiday”)

-in our own school 7-9 class pupils schooldays are all from 9 to 15

-Grades are given on scale from 4 to 10. Numbers are given in our municipality from grade 4. 

-If a comprehensive school pupil receives the grade 4 in one subject at the end of the spring term, they must show by a separate examination at the end of summer term that they have improved in the subject 

-



