Developing reading skills in Niittylahden koulu.
Yearplans 2023-2026

2023-2024
Read Hour 8.9.-23.
8 MOK Week, Week 41: Becoming a Reading Master
Student Council Reading Campaign:
Each class is collecting a long “bookworm.” After finishing a book, each student adds a new “segment” to the worm. Each class will receive ice cream as a reading reward.
Reading fluency and reading comprehension tests have been completed in all classes during both the autumn and spring semesters.
At every grade level, the amount of reading has been actively increased throughout the school year.
Cooperation with Reijola Library has worked very well. The hallway libraries in both the Blue Wing and the module have been actively used. The mobile library visits once a month.
Each class teacher has drawn up a plan to promote reading in their class and uploaded it to the Teams folder.
In Peda.net, there is a link bank for multiliteracy and book recommendations for grades 5–6.
The “Tupakäräjät” theme week was carried out through multiliteracy activities.
Reading Skills Team Activities:
· Materials for MOK Week were provided in the staff lounge for all teachers to use
· “Long reading recess” every Tuesday in the module and Blue Wing
· Whole-school reading competition in April
· “Reading Grandma” sessions during the spring semester for grades 1–4
· Book recommendations for different grade levels
· Reading dog visits in several classes
· Book swap market held twice during the school year
· Whole-school “Reading Picnic” on May 30
· Optional subject: Reading Circle
Overall, a very successful reading year.
The main goal was to increase the amount of reading.
Next year’s theme is to improve the quality of reading – that is, reading comprehension.

2024–2025
School Curriculum Focus Area: Multiliteracy
During the 2024–2025 school year, we will emphasize three dimensions of multiliteracy:
1) Quality of Reading
The quality of reading is based on solid mechanical reading skills. It requires abundant, diverse, and regular reading, supported by the following:
· Active teaching of reading comprehension strategies (especially in language arts and content subjects; reading different text types, prediction, vocabulary work, key concepts, etc.). Joint training session on Monday, October 28, 2024.
· Strong differentiation and support through special education and remedial teaching when needed.
· Weekly reading sessions of at least 45 minutes during school hours.
· “Reading recess” every Wednesday during the long break.
· Monthly reading events such as Read Hour (Sept 6), reading diplomas, reading challenges, reading picnic, and peer book recommendations.
· Whole-school reading tree in the lobby.
· Collaboration with Reijola Library; teachers may arrange book recommendation sessions or class visits to the library.
· Mobile library visits once a month per class.
· Hallway libraries in both the Blue Wing and the module.
· Visits by reading dogs and reading grandparents.
· Optional subject: The Magic of Reading.
· Buddy reader program (older students read with younger ones).
2) Increasing Students’ Reading Motivation Together with Families
· Information session at the parents’ evening on August 27, 2024.
· Involvement of the parents’ committee.
· Encouragement for family reading through Wilma messages, parents’ evenings, and reading challenges.
3) Reading Joy Passport
· Content will be designed—possibly linked with international activities—and completed by April 30, 2025.
MOK Week Theme: Kalevala (Week 9).

2025–2026
Plan (Autumn):
1. Testing: Niittylahti School will continue
· The Luenpa test to assess reading fluency in September and April. Results will be compiled for long-term monitoring.
· Allu tests for grades 2–6 in March, also tracked longitudinally.
2. Reading Diplomas and Library Path:
· Vaara Library provides excellent reading diploma materials, which will be used as inspiration.
· Teachers may create additional tasks related to books and integrate multiliteracy activities.
· Completed reading diplomas will be displayed on school walls.
· The school maintains close cooperation with Reijola Library and the mobile library, which provides hallway library books and organizes book recommendation sessions on request.
3. Reading Culture and Multiliteracy:
During the 2025–2026 school year, we will focus on two dimensions of reading skills:
1) Quality of Reading
· Weekly in-school reading sessions (minimum 45 minutes).
· Reading recess once a week during the long break.
· Reading events such as International Literacy Day (Sept 8): the whole school reads for 15 minutes (at the start of the 4th lesson), reading diplomas, reading challenges, reading picnic, and peer book recommendations.
· Principal’s reading session.
· Whole-school reading tree in the lobby.
· Cooperation with Reijola Library for book recommendations and visits.
· Mobile library visits twice a month per class.
· Hallway libraries in both the Blue Wing and the module.
· Visits by reading dogs and reading grandparents.
· Optional subject: The Magic of Reading.
· Buddy reader program (older students read with younger ones).
2) Increasing Students’ Reading Motivation Together with Families
· Involvement of the parents’ committee (e.g., “reading treats”).
· Encouragement for family reading through Wilma messages, parents’ evenings, and reading challenges.
· Exploring cooperation with the village association to create a community book funded by the association. The book would feature students’ own stories and illustrations.
Multiliteracy:
· Teaching of multiliteracy continues according to the curriculum.
· As part of the international project “Multiliteracy as a Global Superpower,” we will design a multiliteracy passport or diploma as a teacher’s tool to ensure diverse, age-appropriate multiliteracy education. Cooperation possibilities with Vaara Libraries will be explored.








