
 Least reliable → better → Most reliable 

The 

publication 

Website, blog 

or letter from a 

private 

individual 

A respectable 

newsletter or 

website 

Quality media, 

newspaper 

Textbook or 

Science 

magazine 

Peer reviewed 

journal or 

government 

report 

Status of the 

Author 

Unknown 

individual 

Well informed 

person 

Professional or 

expert in 

another 

discipline 

Scientist 

working in 

climate science 

Recognised 

expert in the 

field 

Supporting 

Data / 

evidence 

None given 

Small sample 

or preliminary 

study 

Single good 

study, lacking 

details 

Good methods, 

large sample, 

extended period 

of time 

Two or more 

high quality 

studies with 

matching 

results 

Scientific 

explanations 
None 

Untested 

Hypothesis 

Hypothesis 

compares 

favourably with 

others 

Theory agreed 

by most of 

scientific 

community 

Scientific 

theory or law 

widely 

accepted. 
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