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Open your eyes

All around us

Nature is all around us. There may be beautiful places right next to where we live. Do we appreciate them or take them for granted? How well do we take care of our environment?

We can cut down on waste. We can sort the rubbish. We can think about what we buy and why.

If we look after nature, nature may be able to look after us.

Jessica, 33, Canada
I live in a green town. It means that most people here are very aware of the environment. We don’t use our cars too much and I walk or cycle to work. We recycle our glass, paper, cardboard, cans and bio waste. We try not to use too much electricity and always switch the lights off.

Tony, 16, the USA
People talk about the Grand Canyon. I’ve seen it in a hundred movies. I’ve read about it. But last September I actually went wild camping there with my classmates. I live in Detroit so it opened up a whole new world to me. We slept in tents and made campfires. We walked along the Colorado River. We saw so much wonderful wildlife. Nothing like Detroit.

Barbara, 15, Scotland
I visited Mount Etna in Sicily last year. It’s an active volcano, but luckily it was pretty quiet when we were there. I looked down into the volcano and saw some, hot sulphur bubbling. It smelled like bad eggs. I was scared but it was an amazing experience. It really made me think. We really live on a living planet. Below our feet, deep under the ground, it’s red hot. Help!

[bookmark: _GoBack]Shirley, 45, England
Last weekend was the first time I visited Eden in St. Austell. It was like something from the future. It had a Rainforest Biome, a Mediterranean Biome and the plants and animals there were extraordinary. The Biomes were covered in glass and they were huge. Eden is magic! A tropical rainforest only twenty miles away from my home!

Pekka, 15, Finland
My English cousin, Colin, and his family stayed with us in our summer cottage last August. They loved it. They were amazed by everything; our fir, birch and pine trees, our blueberries, the pureness of our water, the lack of people. They could not believe how clean and beautiful our environment was. They loved our lakes, forests, beaches and our food. I’ll never complain about how boring it is at our summer cottage. Our countryside and wildlife is the best nature can offer.



Nature Corner
Wild weekend?
Colin Smith reports on wild camping
Wild camping is not the same as camping. There is no organized campsite, just you and the wilds. It’s very simple, but it brings with it responsibilities.
I went wild camping with friends in the Lake District last weekend. I could not believe my eyes. There was rubbish everywhere and even toilet waste. It’s ugly and it’s also a threat to sheep in the area. There were also holes in the grass where fires had been made.
As it was August there were lots of trekkers and wild campers around. We were looking forward to a nice weekend but we were disgusted by the behaviour of some wild campers. They didn’t care about the environment. They just wanted to have a ‘wild’ weekend.
I remembered my experiences in Finland where people really took care of their environment. It was so clean and there were very few campers about. We stayed at a summer cottage, but we also went wild camping one day. I didn’t see any rubbish or waste anywhere. We didn’t even see another human being when we made camp.
The Lake District is a fantastic place. But too many people come here and too many people don’t know how to behave. If you want to go wild camping, remember that camping harms vegetation. So, move your tent. Be careful when making campfires and try not to disturb the wildlife. The most important thing is to leave the site as you found it and don’t forget to take the rubbish with you. “Take nothing but memories, leave nothing but footprints.”
