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,, Nature and Outdoor Education’’
First topic ,,Fishing and Footsteps’’ held in Kuopio, Finland from 18th till 22nd March, 2019
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From 18th till 22nd  March, 2019 the students, project coordinators and members of all partner teams in the Erasmus+ project ,,Nature and Outdoor Education’’ hold the first Students short – term exchange  activity in Kuopio, Finland with the main purpose to explore topic. The Hatsalan klassillinen koulu as host school was organized several training lessons and activities according to topic. 
The first day – March 18th – was organized at school with main goals to get to know host school and teachers. The special meeting was organized for presentations on educational system in Finland and students prepared homework on topic. The presentations showed the teams’ interest in the project, the willingness to work and study, and it was great opportunity for pupils to practice and improve the knowledge of English as a foreign language. Taking into account the different cultural differences and backgrounds, through in-formal atmosphere students and teachers could   emotionally became closer and participate actively. 
	,, seed balls’’ activity shown by the Portuguese team was successful example how through  one activity improve the surrounding nature, thereby promoting the visibility and role of the project in the local community.
The second day – March 19th was organized in school where several ice-breaking activities as pedagogical examples were presented.  Coordinators meeting was organized with main goals to discuss project management, advantages from project method, next topic for Portugal, Braga city, and about reports in Mobility Tool.   The host school organized great Finish traditions and culture exploring evening with Finish sauna, food, singing and dancing activities. This evening raised and promoted deeper cultural understanding for all participants. 
The third day – March 20th was organized with goal to explore trails and footprints in nearby park what coincided with and showed the basic idea of the project.
Also, participation in active lessons during this day were very useful for teachers to discover new ideas and experiences for professional future work. 
The Fourth day – 21th March – was organized as local city tour day and ice fishing day. This day generally demonstrated how to use different outdoor capabilities in the learning process and for several lessons what coincided with and showed the basic idea of the project – to use outdoor activities as possible during learning and teaching process.  The disco party was organized for students and Dinner evening for teachers. 
The fifth day –  March 22th – the final day for First short – term exchange within this project. The closing ceremony with certificates and feedback activities were organized. 
Through several activities and several approaches during this meeting the topic ,,Fishing and footsteps’’ was discovered and explored. The team worked perfectly together and is enthusiastic and willing to continue to explore nature for next topic. The new friendship between students raised  that  probably continue in future. The first short – term exchange for was great sample for activities used  to deeper discover the basic idea of this project about nature and education.
Evija Kokorite 
Project coordinator 
Jura Neikena Dikļu pamatskola
As project coordinator, I greatly thank all the participants for participating and engaging. Thank you for completed homework. I was very positively and pleasantly surprised at all your real and deep interest in the subject.  Thank you for participating actively in organised activities to experience Finland. I really hope to experience long-term and continue enthusiasm and positive energy we have created already. 
Only together can we achieve the best result!


Vanesa Inta Petrovsa 
From Jura Neikena Diklu pamatskola, Latvija
I liked almost  all activities in Finland, it was great week there. 
But there was some things that I did not like.  First thing that I did not like was the religion lesson (Monday  march 18), because it was in Finnish language and I  did not  understand that language, so religion lesson was really boring for all the kids from other countries . 
March 19 was not really interesting but day was good. 
March 20 was my favourite day because we cooked a fish and blueberry pie. 
March 21st _ I did not like that day, because for this day we needed loot of energy, and ice fishing was boring  . After this day I was really tired. Only thing what I liked on this day was a nice views from high tower and the forest.
But all week together was good! Thank you    
                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                      Jānis Līdacis 
                                                                                                        Jura Neikena Diķļu pamatskola

I really enjoyed Finland and most of the activities.
It was very exciting to travel to a Nordic country with its own Nordic traditions.
My host family was very nice and hospitable. Finland is not that different to Latvia, just a little bit more snow. It was different than in  other projects I’ve been in, because we had to cook blueberry pie and a Finnish traditional fish and were able to go ice fishing. We also were in Puijontorni (Pujo tower). I really liked the Finnish sauna we were in and the traditional finnish food afterwards. Finland was great and I loved it.


                                                                                                       Jānis Ralfs Štelcs
                                                                                Jura Neikena Diķļu pamatskola

Finland was great I met a lot of friends and nice people.
I liked ice fishing and sauna.
My host family was cool.
I did not like religion lesson it was in Finnish so it was very boring for me.
Thank you for great time!!!
 





