
	Active Library Project 


	Adaptation of Maria Konopnicka’s ”Na jagody”, a classic

Polish children’s poem (1903) in form of a video clip


	Objective
	 Phenomena-based learning incorporating literature, handcrafts and drama (puppet show)

	Requirements
	For background (stage design): Stationery goods, such as paper, coloured

pencils, felt-tips and glue
For the puppets: Plasticine®, wooden sticks and dry leaves

For the shooting: a tablet with a recording function

	Implementation  
	The project lasted three consecutive weekly meetings of 2 lessons each

(i.e. 6 x 45 minutes in total).
The first two meetings were dedicated to the creation of the background (stage design) and the Plasticine® figures (puppets).

Made of paper, the background was decorated with coloured pencils and felt-tips to imitate a forest scenery. The remaining time was spent on the creation of the figures (the key characters) needed for the performance. These were
meticulously formed of Plasticine® by the pupils themselves.
Having completed that stage of the project, we proceeded to the actual shooting of the video-clipped performance. The teacher slowly read out an abridged version of Maria Konopnicka’s classic Polish children’s poem entitled “Na jagody” [“Picking berries”] (1903). While the story was unfolding, the pupils acted as the figures’ operators, by moving them onto, around, and out of the stage with the help of attached wooden sticks.

The complete puppet show was recorded in form of the following video clip:

https://youtu.be/IesZvG3bkYc


	Timing
	The project was implemented in November 2015 and lasted 6 x 45-minutes.

	Expected
outcome
	The Active Library project was designed to practice phenomena-based

learning. While the pupils were working on the creation of Plasticine® figures

needed for the performance, they were simultaneously introduced to a classic Polish children’s literary piece, abundant in wildlife-descriptive terms.
The project helped to enhance the pupils’ knowledge of nature-related

terminology in their heritage language (Polish), especially vocabulary

pertaining to botany (e.g. dendrology) and zoology (e.g. entomology).

Apart from being an efficient tool for new vocabulary acquisition, the project proved highly enjoyable to both the pupils and the teacher.


