3A Media mania Helpotettu A-teksti
3A Media maniaHow do you use media?
Media is all around us; in our homes, at work, in shops, at sports events and rock concerts, even on public transport.  We can hear, see and experience an endless stream of information and entertainment, 24 hours a day, seven days a week.Read what British teenagers wrote when we asked them  about media.
Megan, 16: I watch television but not every day. I can watch my favourite shows on my computer, so I don’t have to sit down in front of the telly at a certain time. I sometimes watch reality shows and soaps with my family. Mum and Dad spend at least three hours every evening in front of the box.  I don’t like adverts, so I usually do something else when they are on. 
Oliver, 15: I sometimes listen to the news on the radio. I used to listen to music programmes, but now there are so many music websites that I don’t usually bother. I can choose the songs I want, not what some radio DJ chooses. Radio isn’t very important to me, apart from web radio. There are thousands of channels.
Ryan, 16: Music means a lot to me. I listen to it all the time when I’m working on my computer or sitting on a bus or train. Many of my friends have iPods or phones, which means we can listen to music on the go. I also watch music TV channels and YouTube videos on my phone. I sometimes buy music online. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Miles, 15: Maybe about half of my friends read printed newspapers regularly. The others get the news on TV or on the internet. I read tabloids and freesheets, such as Metro.  I can pick them up for free on a bus or train. 
Amy, 15: Every one of my friends has access to the internet, at school or at home. For me, home use is mostly for fun;  school use is for work. I often use my smartphone instead of my computer.I’m very active on social media. It’s a great way of interacting  with friends. And it’s cheaper than texting.  Of course, the web is also a good source of information when  you are doing a school project. 
Fact or fiction?
When you see something on the TV news, do you automatically think that it’s “true”? Do you believe that it really happened? Some years ago, the BBC showed an amazing video clip about penguins in the Antarctic.
The penguins took to the air, flew across the ocean and landed in the rainforests of South America, thousands of miles away.  The presenter explained that these penguins had started to dislike the cold and wanted to spend the winter under a tropical sun.  The video was shown on April 1st.
That wasn’t the BBC’s first April Fool’s Day joke. In the 1950s, the BBC showed a clip that became a classic: The Swiss Spaghetti Harvest. This three-minute film showed a family in Switzerland, who were harvesting spaghetti from a spaghetti tree.
Hundreds of viewers phoned the BBC and asked how they could grow their own spaghetti tree. The BBC politely told them to “place spaghetti in a tin of tomato sauce and hope for the best.”
“Many people got very angry because we had fooled them,” said the producer of the programme. “But I think it did people good to realize they shouldn’t believe everything that they see on television.”
Today, for many people, the internet is a more important source of information than newspapers or television. But how can you check that the information is true? It’s a good idea to double-check as much as possible. And don’t forget to use common sense!

