Costume and Scenography Ideas – Art Group
Costume Ideas
Members of the choir and orchestra will be dressed in black. Do the dancers have their own costumes for the performance in Belgium or they will be dressed in black as well?
Main characters – based on the submitted sketches from all countries, each country’s working group creates the costume for its character. Costumes are made from second-hand or personal clothing and handmade accessories, using available materials such as fabric, cardboard, beads, cords, and yarn. Costumes can also be drawn on or painted if needed.
The online meeting about costume creation takes place on January 20 to discuss how to start and the order of work. The next meeting on February 3 is planned to review progress and agree on next steps.
Other characters are created using costume details added to a black base outfit: police officers wear police vests; the tree character wears a green cloak and a crown; agents add only an earpiece; monks wear a large brown cloak, possibly from jute fabric or a second-hand textile, tied with a coarse rope.
Villains’ costume ideas are described in the libretto and created by the young people themselves. 
It is important to know which character comes from which country in order to find or adapt suitable clothing.
Accessories and musical instruments are made during online workshops from recycled household materials. Four crowns are needed. Accessories are made by the working group of the character’s country.
During online workshops, we will make musical instruments from used household items (bottle caps, cardboard, empty shampoo, shower gel, and detergent bottles, paper, strings, etc.). These instruments will be needed by choir members/actors. Everyone is kindly asked to start collecting bottle caps, empty plastic shampoo and shower gel bottles with screw caps, and green plastic shopping bags. 😊
Scenography and Stage Ideas
Student’s drawings are used as projections throughout the entire performance. All locations are drawn: views from each participating country, Prague, a park, a monastery, a library, catacombs, natural elements, factories, and a polluted ocean.
Trains, park benches, and library shelves can be represented using chairs that participants move themselves as needed. During our meeting with the stage director he suggested that the chairs could be colorful, with at least 15 chairs as a minimum.
Dynamic effects are created with light, airy fabrics in different colors. Gray fabrics can represent dust and collapse, green and yellow for parks and clean nature, and other colors matched to different events.
Sound effects are supported by musical instruments made from recycled materials, for moments like collapsing walls or natural disasters. 
Posters and slogans are created for a protest rally.
Trees in the park could be represented by choir members, some of whom lift and move whisk-like props made from recycled materials, such as green plastic shopping bags.
Additional visual effects are created when choir members raise colored paper or mirrors in their outstretched hands, supported by large space and special lighting.
Open Questions
· Will the same students perform in both Belgium and Spain not only in the main roles, but also, for example, in the Villains’ roles? If not, we need to think about how to solve the costume issue, because for the Villain characters the libretto contains very specific instructions regarding clothing.

· Are the clothing sizes of the main character and their understudy the same?

· Which characters come from which country, and what is the final version of the character distribution? Based on what has been discussed in meetings, it seems that this may be different in Belgium and Spain. Are these characters choir members or other participants?

· What roles will be assigned to the two Latvian art students who will act without singing in Belgium?


· Does the idea of working with fabrics in different colors remain valid in order to create the necessary mood and effect on stage (this is probably a question for stage director Aldo)? If yes, who would purchase these fabrics? Bringing them from Latvia would be difficult. We also do not know what the possibilities are in Belgium and Spain for buying used fabrics. In Latvia, we can easily buy, for example, chiffon or tulle curtains that would work well for this purpose, but then we would need to think about how to transport them.

· Questions for sound and lighting technicians:
• In what format should background projection images be prepared?
• Should they be placed in a presentation?
• Is numbering or scene labeling required?
For now, these are just ideas we are currently working with. The more we think, the more questions arise… We definitely also need your perspective and involvement – we are looking forward to ideas and questions about anything unclear, and we believe that we will succeed! :)
Thank you for the costume sketches to those who have sent in their ideas. We are very much looking forward to receiving the costume sketches from Belgium and Spain. We hope to receive them by February 1st.
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