FEEDBACK FOR THE INNOVATIONS- AND COMPANIES THEME:

VISITS TO KAJAANI UNIVERSITY OF APPLIED SCIENCES AND TO SEVERAL LOCAL COMPANIES (Iisalmi, Finland)

37 students filled the feedback, here are some answers to the questions (original papers filed)

1. 

You have now visited a few local companies. First you visited Kisakellari, a local enterprise as a customer. How did you find their products (Megazone etc.). Was that a good innovation? To whom do you think this product is aimed for?
· I think it was very innovative

· very interesting, and aimed for teenagers but can also attract adults

· a very good innovation, best suited for kids and teenagers

· very interesting, aimed for energetic young people

· really amazing, meant for all ages

· never seen anything like that, very good

· great for groups, aimed for any kind of groups

· good innovation, we had great time

· really interesting product, you can spend time with friends doing something active

· very good innovation for young people

· good innovation for families

· innovation is very good for adults and kids

· I liked  it a lot, it is fun for everyone

· their product is amazing, everybody is going to love this

· very creative product, good innovation

· very good innovation, multifunctional use for teenagers, families, kids

· very good and for everyone

· it was a great place, product aimed for everyone to get an adrenaline experience

· place was amazing and it is a great place to have a really good time
· meant for people who like sports and games, a good innovation for that
· I loved the curling game, a good innovation and all the games were fun

2. 
Then you visited one manufacturing company and you saw how they make their products. What is now your opinion about their products and of the brand of the company? (all three companies are operating internationally)
· Ponsse (produces forestry machinery)

· a really good company with products that have a task
· really interesting to spend time there as they told us very much
· I found the company interesting and their values are great

· products seem very good and the brand respects their values very good

· products very high quality
· products are innovative and well done and they have high technology

· I like the way they were working as a family company
· I understand now how difficult it is to work in a factory but I liked their products

· Profile (produces ambulances)

· their products are good and the brand too
· products are safe and really good

· we visited a family ambulance company where we were shown around the building and saw how they make their products. I really liked it!

· they have good quality ambulances that do the right job

· I believe that the products had a lot of work put into them and it gave me a better understanding of ambulances and how they are made

· I think their products are really well made because the employees are very careful with their job

· their products are so necessary because they help to save lives. It looks like ambulances are made with special attention on qualities

· Genelec (produces loudspeekers)

· it was very interesting and I found that they have fantastic products. We learnt about their history and we learnt that people like Madonna and Michael Jackson have used their products

· I think they have a very good products and it is a very good company. In the future if I’ll have enough money I’ll buy a Genelec speaker

· I think their speakers are very high quality and have a good reputation

· I liked the visit a lot because their speakers are very good and we could hear something with them. I watched a movie and it was really good quality

· speakers are pretty expensive but very good quality

· their products are amazing and they should do branding worldwide

3.
What do you think about the original idea the founders of the companies had? Where did they get the innovations?

· Ponsse

· it started from a farmer family

· it is a family company and it is good have people who trust in the place you work

· innovations came from the everyday life of the family

· from everyday life and how you could make it easier

· they wanted a forest machine

· I think it is really difficult to get such good ideas but it is possible as we saw. Maybe they got it from their families and their social environment

· Profile

· I think they got them from their social environment

· I think they got the idea from creating an easy assesible medical material

· it was good the way they did something with their idea that they got from other companies

· they became the greatest ambulance manufacturer

· they wanted safe ambulances

· they had a great idea and they got their innovation from everyday life

· Genelec

· the idea was to make high quality loudspeaker for professional use

· the men who found the company made their hobby to their business

· they saw a gap in the market for their product

· the idea of the founders was very good

· they started like a hobby and they became rich

4.
What did you think about the innovation process we had in Kajaani University of Applied Sciences? Was it easy to come up with a business idea?

· I think it was an important experience. It is really difficult and hard to have creative and good ideas

· I liked it. To come up with ideas was easy and nice

· idea was good
· it was ok, a little bit different but fun

· it was very interesting experience and I really liked that kind of activity. Papers were very useful and group work helped us doing interesting things

· they helped me to think more for what I want to be

· I think that this helps very much young people to come up with business idea and they can find out their talents and understand what people can do

· that was nice and quite different. I think it was quite easy after a little while

· not first, but then there were many ideas

· I think we really had a great time in Kajaani and we collaborated well with the rest of the students. Surprisingly coming up with the whole business idea was quite easy and I really enjoyed this innovation process we had

· it was easy to come up with an idea, process was interesting

· it wasn’t easy and you had to make it different from everyone else’s idea

· no it wasn’t easy to come up with a business idea but I think it was great anyway because it helped us to discover what we are capable of

· we had our idea very quick, but it was not that easy to come up with the details

· Kajaani was the place I liked most and coming up with a business idea was kind of easy for me

· the innovation process in Kajaani is quite good, the way the team works in their department is quite impressive because it is the right place where new ideas can come out, easily exportable to business
· I thought the innovation process is very good, it was easy to come up with ideas once we had motivation

· it was the best place we went to and it was a great experience

· it was an unforgettable experience, it wasn’t so easy to come up with a business idea

· I really liked this experience, it wasn’t easy

· it was a good program. It was difficult because many products had already been invented

· it was quite cool and it’s easy to find nice ideas but be really successful with them is difficult I think

· I didn’t like to make business ideas, I feel I don’t do anything with this skill right now

5. How do you feel about innovations – where do you think you are going to need the skill of “thinking out-of-the-box” ? 

· in my future daily life and work, whenever I have to find a solution or figure something out

· when finding something new that is needed in the world

· when you want to produce a new product

· everywhere and everytime

· I think I need this everywhere because it will always bring you forwards

· in my career in graphic design

· when working in groups or in university doing group work

· it is something really useful for our everyday life

· maybe in working life in some job

· if I’ll start a company

· Anybody needs this skill everytime to know of the real world

· if you want to create something great

· always in work life

· in working life

· I think I’m not really gonna need it in the future

· in my future life I will need this thinking and I hope that all the things will broaden and expand my horizon

· in school sometimes

· I think we will need the skill in university and if we want to start a business

· in my job and in my life generally

· nowadays it is one of the most important skills if we want to find a successful job because people want innovative things

