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Reading Diploma in Evijärvi Middle School



If you like reading and challenge
this reading diploma is for you! 

Completing the reading diploma is totally optional, but it is a great opportunity to show engagement with reading. It will improve your reading skills. Diverse reading also improves study skills and increases your vocabulary. Reading helps to improve emotional and social skills, too. 
Good reading skills can only be achieved by reading in multitude.
You will read seven books during your years in middle school. There are several categories. Choose the books from as many categories as possible. You can also read some other book of your choice that fits one of the categories. To arrange this, you can talk with your teacher. 
You will also need to talk about the method of completing the task. In this booklet you find plenty of tasks. For every book you are supposed to do a different task.
Completing the reading diploma will be taken into account in assessment. Make sure the teacher is aware of your progress. 









The categories 
Children
Atkinson	Eleanor	Greyfriars Bobby	
Dahl	Roald	Matilda				
Dahl	Roald	The BFG				
Dahl	Roald	The Twits				
Dahl	Roald	The Witches			
Green	Roger L.	King Arthur	
Morpurgo	Michael	The Sleeping Sword	
Morpurgo	Michael	War Horse		
Sáenz	B. A.	Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe
Townsend	Sue	The Secret Diary of Adrian Mole aged 13 3/4
Wilson	Jacqueline	Sleepovers

Young adult (YA)
Green	John	The Fault in Our Stars
Yoon	Nicola	Everything, Everything

Fantasy
Gaiman 	Neil	The Graveyard Book
Lewis	C.S	1The Magician's Nephew
Lewis	C.S	2The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe
Lewis	C.S	3The Horse and his Boy
Lewis	C.S	4Prince Caspian
Lewis	C.S	5The Voyage of the Dawntreader
Lewis	C.S	6The Silver Chair
Lewis	C.S	7The Last Battle
Molesworth M.L.	The Cuckoo Clock
Rowling	J.K.	Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone

Science fiction
Collins	Suzanne	The Hunger Games
Collins	Suzanne	The Hunger Games: Catching Fire
Collins	Suzanne	The Hunger Games: Mockingjay

Fiction
Chbosky	Stephen	The Perks of Being a Wallflower
Haddon	Mark	The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time

Classic
Golding	William	Lord of the Fies
Orwell	George	1984
Orwell	George	Animal Farm
Steinbeck	John	Of Mice and Men

Crime
Bradley	Alan	The Sweetness at the Bottom of the Pie
Christie	Agatha	Destination Unknown
Christie	Agatha	Lord Edgware Dies
Christie	Agatha	Miss Marple and the Thirteen Problems
Christie	Agatha	Nemesis
Christie	Agatha	The Moving Finger
Christie	Agatha	The Murder of Roger Ackroyd
Christie	Agatha	The Sittaford Mystery
McCall	Alexander	Tears of the  Giraffe
McCall	Alexander	The No. 1 Ladies Detective Agency
	
Horror & ghost
Riggs	Ransom	1Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children
Riggs	Ransom	2Hollow City
Riggs	Ransom	3Library of Souls

Biography/Fact
Angelou	Maya	Letter to My Daughter	
Hautzig	Esther	The Endless Steppe
Mah	A. Y.	Chinese Cinderella
Yousafzai	Malala	I Am Malala
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You can complete these tasks on paper or digitally. Aim to use one task only once during your completion of the reading diploma. 

The characters in the book
1. Introduce the characters of the book. Briefly tell who they are and how they are linked to the plot.
2. Write a sequel to your book in which you tell what happens to the characters later on.
3. Which character would you like to be? Justify your decision. Build up a description of your character in writing or with the help of a mind map.
4. Create a new supporting character for the book. Explain what kind of person she/he is and what kind of relationships this new character has with the other characters in the book. When and where does the main character meet your supporting character for the first time?
5. Choose a character from the book and write a letter to her/him. Make comments about things which happen to the character. You can advise, encourage, ask, wonder or judge her/him.
6. Write a diary entry about one day in the life of the main or of a supporting character.
7. Create a dialogue in which two of the characters from the book discuss with each other at the end of the story. The discussion should be connected to the plot of the book.
8. You are a reporter who is interviewing a character from the book. Write your questions and the character’s answers as a dialogue. Create a headline for your interview. You can also add pictures.
9. List the conflicts and problems that the main or a supporting character faces in their life. Briefly write how the character overcomes these issues.

The plot and the events in the book
10.  Write a summary about the events in the book. Start by telling who the book is about and then explain the plot of the book in chronological order. Also tell about the ending of the book.
11.  Come up with and write a new (justified) ending to the book.
12.  Take notes about the parts of the book you find funny, sad, difficult to understand, scary, annoying or even unnecessary.
13. Draw a plot graph about the course of the events in the book. Mark on the graph the most important events and turning points and explain them briefly. You can also draw events.
14. Draw a map of the most important places/settings of the book. For each place, write what happens there. Explain what kind of a role the places have in the course of events and in the lives of the characters.
15. Write a news article for a newspaper about an event or detail in the book. Use a style appropriate to news. Remember the structure of the news (= the most important things first, then background information) and news questions (what, where, when, who, for what reason, with what consequences). Write a catchy headline.
16. Think about the themes, ideas and leading thoughts in the book you have read. Can these be condensed into a single sentence? How did you come to this sentence? Can you use a phrase you have heard somewhere before, such as song lyrics or a famous quote? Don’t forget to explain how it is related to the central message of the book.
17. Pick parts in the book you thought worked as flashbacks or foreshadowing events. What was their significance in regard to the events of the book? How has the author achieved this result (e.g. dreams, memories, mentioning the time)?

The book and the author 

18.  Come up with 10 questions about the book you have read. The answers to these questions must be found in the book.
19.  Write a presentation for the book. What was good about the book, what was bad? Who would you recommend the book for?
20.  Create a tag cloud about the characters, themes and events of the book. Come up with as many words as possible. You can draw it yourself or use a software of your choice.
21. Write a review for the book. Include the facts of the book (name, genre and release year). Remember the structure of a review: introduction, general assessment, individual quotes and thoughts about the details of the book, own opinion, analysis on the relevance of the book with contrast to books of similar kind and possible to the other books of the author or a movie based on the book. Remember to divide your review to passages.
22.  Write a letter to the author of the book. You can ask about the characters and their relationships, or about the setting and plot of the book. What would you like to know about the author?
23.  Write a short description about the author. Find information about her/him and their work. Create a logical text in your own words. Cite your sources.

Creative tasks
24. Cut pictures (out of magazines) that relate to the book you have read. Create a collage of the pictures. Write descriptions of the pictures which explain how the pictures are associated with the characters and events in the book.
25.  Create a collage of pictures which introduce the protagonist of the book and her/his home and environment, and potential personal items. Use pictures cut from magazines and write suitable descriptions.
26.  Create an advertisement, trailer or promotional poster for the book. You can create this on paper or use a software of your choice.
27.  Design and create a picture or pictures that would suit as artwork for the book. Create describing texts for the pictures. You can also use quotations from the book as our descriptions.
28.  Create a new cover for the book: a front cover with a picture and an interesting text for the back cover.
29.  Create a poem or a song about the book you have read.
30.  Turn a scene in the book into a poem or a rap lyric. Name your poem or lyrics.
31.  Create a comic about some chain of events in the book. You may have five to eight panels in your comic. Use a variety of sizes and angles, and use language typical of comic books, utilizing different kinds of speech bubbles, captions and sound effects. Add page numbers where the scene is from. 
32.  Create a crossword puzzle of 20-30 words, with the clues relating to the book you have read. The word in the middle should be some central word found in the book, such as the name of the book or its protagonist. Solve the crossword puzzle.
33.  Create a public or private reading blog, where you talk about your experiences with the reading diploma and the books you’ve read. Come up with a good name for your blog and design a fitting layout.
34. Come up with your own task and agree with the teacher about how to do it.


Good luck with your work! 	Reading is fun!
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