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Art: Festive Pine Tree
Preschool·Physical Development and Health, Creative Arts
HiMama Library
Children create a festive Christmas tree project.
Display the finished pieces in your setting for special holiday cheer!
What you'll need
· blue paper
· tree and star cutouts (see Resources)
· hole puncher
· tissue paper in a variety of colors
· gift stickers
· paintbrushes
· paints
· glue sticks
· scissors
· drawing utensils
Download resource
Step by step
Step 1
Give each child one tree and star cutout and help children carefully cut out the shapes. You can also have these cut out ahead of time. Using a hole puncher, punch out small holes in the tree. Offer paintbrushes and paints to color both pieces. Allow to dry. Have children glue the star to the top of the tree.
Step 2
Offer small squares of various colors of tissue paper to each child. Have children put glue around each hole on the back of the tree, and then immediately press the tissue paper against the cutout so it sticks. Use scissors to trim excess tissue paper from the edges of the tree. Turn the tree over and admire how the tissue paper design shows through the holes on the front of the tree.
Step 3
Distribute the blue papers. Have children glue the decorated tree to the center of the blue paper. Divide the gift stickers among the children to place under the tree. Help children print their names on their papers, and invite them to add final decorating touches as they wish. Display the artwork on a wall in your setting.
Learning outcomes
Physical Development and Health
Gross Motor Development
· Coordinates body movements in place with increasing skill (begins to kick ball with purpose, throws overhand with some accuracy, dribbles balls with increased coordination, throws and attempts to catch balls, begins using bat/racket to make contact with objects)
· Coordinates body movements in place to accomplish a goal (kicks ball accurately in game, throws overhand, dribbles, and catches balls with increasing accuracy, swings bat/racket and makes contact with stationary objects, bounces and passes ball)
Physical Development and Health
Fine Motor Development
· Refines wrist and finger movements for more control (pours without spilling from small container, successful with some fasteners on clothing, folds paper, manipulates playdough and clay)
· Uses small, precise hand movements to complete tasks (fastens clothing, folds paper with accuracy and symmetry; begins attempting to tie shoes, uses a dominant hand)
· Demonstrates growing hand-eye coordination (strings beads, completes multi-piece puzzles, uses lacing cards, tears paper, uses a keyboard); uses eating utensils with ease
· Demonstrates more precise hand-eye coordination (uses connecting blocks, small pop beads, Lego bricks, forms playdough into more recognizable shapes, builds more intricate block structures, weaves)
· Uses tools requiring small muscle dexterity (crayons, markers, scissors to cut straight lines, etc.)
· Uses tools that require strength and dexterity of small muscles with moderate control (holds scissors correctly to cut shapes and curved lines; controls use of writing, drawing, art tools, and art/craft media; uses spray bottles, paper punch)
Creative Arts
Visual Arts
· Creates art with different types of materials and techniques across learning domains
· Creates art using various art media, techniques, colors, textures, and shapes across learning domains; responds to literature, depicts experiences, or demonstrates feelings via art experiences
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