Erasmus + project

 

Since last year, Iit's high school has been involved in the 3 years Erasmus + project. It is a cooperation program for school supported by the European Union . The project focuses on digital and other innovative teaching methods from differents countries. The project includes Finland, Poland, Germany, France, Hungary and England.

The project allows students and teachers to have a one week exchange in a foreign country.This spring, one student exchange in Poland has already been organized and one project meeting in France has been done. At the moment, there is a project meeting in the High School with two teachers and two students from France .

Alexandra Ciobanu is a French student from the erasmus program who is here for one week

In my opinion, Iit’s high school is great, really different compared to France. Teaching methods and teachers are also very different. I really like it !
 
In February, three pupils and one teacher from Iitin Lukio went to Poland. We asked the students( Vilja Kivinen and Timi Laakkosen )about the Erasmus + project.

Vilja said that it is a good thing for students to come abroad and gain experience speaking English. By traveling, you learn and understand the culture of differents european countries.

From her point of view, it's great when students gain experience abroad.  Erasmus cooperation should definitely continue and it would be great if more pupils were able to travel.

Two French students and two teachers arrived in Iiti before the project meeting which begins Saturday the 14th.The two students Alexandra Ciobanu and Valentin Budini lived for a week in Arttu Hämäläinen's family. They liked Finland very much and loved to do Finnish typical things such as going to the sauna .They said that the Finnish food was delicious ; for example, smoked salmon and mushrooms sauce.

They both did a work-experience : 
-Valentin was with Arttu in a local newspaper.
-Alexandra was with Nina Piimäkorvi in ​​the Metsämyrä kindergarden.

Two teachers also came with theses students, we asked them some questions about Erasmus + and Iiti
 
The two teachers had the opportunity to come in Finland.For them , it is very important to learn from other countries because it is a great way to get more open minded . They both lived abroad and noticed how it have positively changed their lives. They loved the high school and community atmosphere of Iit and they said it was wonderful to see that students were happy to go to school.The fact that the school had only 110 students surprised them at first, but they told us that it is also very nice because of the small size of the classes which allows teachers to help every students .
 
Iitian high school is also involved in other forms of student exchange, many students live in  Iit as exchange students. Elif is an 18 year old exchange student from Turkey, who has been in Iiti for 7 months. We asked her some questions about her experience .

Why did you want to become an exchange student?

- I wanted to see other cultures. I chose Finland because Finnish culture is completely opposite to Turkish culture.

What do you think about Iiti and Iit high school?

-It is a really small and nice community : everyone seems to know each other and the school is like a warm community.

What are you doing outside school ?

-Dancing old dances if it is counted. I also go to every school's sports classes .

Why do you find it important to know other cultures?

- You should understand that your country is not the whole world. It is important because it affects people's opinions and choices. This is a great way to get more open minded about the world .
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