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                                                                Despina & Sophia
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CULTURE


Greece


              


                                 


                   


                                                 





HISTORY





The history of Greece is one of the longest of any country, having been continuously inhabited since 270,000 BC.


During its history Greece had glorious times, during the Golden Age of Pericles of Athens, 5th century B.C. the Hellenistic times of Alexander the Great and during the Byzantine times, when the Byzantine empire lived almost 1000 years, the longest lived empire ever. The ancient Greek monuments like the Parthenon have affected dramatically the Architecture of the western world and many famous contemporary buildings have been built according this architectural style.





�


  


The Parthenon is the most important landmark of Greece, a World Heritage Cultural Monument standing on the sacred rock of the Acropolis for 2.500 years an ancient temple dedicated to goddess Athena, the patron deity of the city of Athens (5thcentury B.C.) 





Its history is more than 3,000 years old, beginning with the Bronze Age and the development, in this period of the Minoan Mycenaean and Cycladic civilization, followed by the Classic Era of Greece, the Hellenistic period, the Roman period, the Byzantine era, the Middle Ages and the occupation by the Crusades, the Venetians and the Ottomans and finally the modern times since the Greek War of Independence against the Turks in 1821.





Our country has been through long turbulent historic periods but Greeks have managed to keep their language, culture and ancient ideals about democracy, equality and freedom alive through centuries.





                      O Πολιτισμός στην Ελλάδα  


 


                      �


Greece is a country well known all over the world for its glorious history. Democracy was born in Greece and the Ancient Greek civilization is considered to be the cradle of the western civilization. It’s believed the first Ancient Greek civilizations were formed nearly 4,000 years ago.


  �





Greece is the birthplace of the Olympic Games 


776 B.C. The Olympic Flame signals the beginning of the Olympic Games in peace and fair play, the Olympic ideals.





 Some of the greatest philosophers of all times were born in Greece like Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, Epicurus and many others. 


Drama and Τheater were born here and great writers like Euripides, Aristophanes, Sophocles and Aeschylus wrote immortal plays like Electra, Iphigenia, Oedipus, Medea.


           �





Ancient theatre of Epidaurus

















 Epidaurus ancient theatre














  





           


         


     


    


 


   


      


                














       















































Healthy habits for healthy  kids and healthy adults


Having healthy habits at a young age is a wonderful way to help children learn the benefits of these habits and continue wanting to practice a healthier lifestyle as they grow and  mature.  It is very important that both family and school cooperate to build a healthy way of living for the children. 








   The Greek language:


    the connecting web of our culture


                                  �





Homer 8th century B.C.


�


The Greek alphabet





	Example of image


The Greek language has been spoken in the Balkan peninsula since the 3rd millennium BC, or possibly earlier. The earliest written evidence is a Linear B clay tablet found in Messenia that dates to between 1450 and 1350 BC, making Greek the world's oldest recorded living language. The Greek language recorded ancient philosophy and culture and spread Christianity.


It is also important to the languages and cultures of the world. Every language contains Greek words. 


� The Greek language is filled with words that have no direct translation in other languages. 


 An example is the word μεράκι (meraki); it is used when someone puts great effort and care into making something or the word φιλότιμο [filotimo]  meaning honour and pride.    


                                   Constantine, 6th grade














                                       

















      

















































































































             By   Melina, Bleona, Eleni & Joanna











Τhe Greek civilization influenced the ancient world





The geographic location between the continents of Europe, Asia and Africa was a reason that made the Greeks travel and make colonies in many areas in the Mediterranean and along the coasts of the Black Sea, exchanging ideas and knowledge with other ancient nations like the Egyptians the Phoenicians the Persians and nations around the Mediterranean. 





Many of the Ancient Greek myths have to do with the Greek colonization and the exploration of foreign places by the Ancient Greeks like the journey of Jason and the Argonauts, the Trojan war and the journey of Odyssey. 





�


Odysseus and the Sirens





Greece today is a modern western European country and member of the European Union. My country is one of the most beloved holiday destinations for many millions of tourists that travel here every year.


                                               Alexis, a 6th grade pupil  


The Greek flag 


       


        �             





Our country is a small country with a great number of islands, more than 2.000 with around 200 of them populated. That makes Greece unique.


 The Greek flag is blue, for the sea and the sky while the white, for the purity of the struggle for freedom. It has got 9 stripes standing for the phrase *Freedom or Death*. The cross indicates our Christian Orthodox Faith.



























































                      





Aspects of culture in our country





The culture of a nation is developed by its own people from simple, hard - working next door people to men of letters and art, literature and poetry, music and theatre. 


Today, Modern Greek Literature participates in the global literary community. The Greek authors, � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Seferis" \o "George Seferis" �George Seferis� and � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Odysseas_Elytis" \o "Odysseas Elytis" �Odysseas Elytis� have been awarded the � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nobel_Prize_in_Literature" \o "Nobel Prize in Literature" �Nobel Prize in Literature�.


 The famous composers Mikis Theodorakis and Manos Hatzidakis have made Greek music known in every part of the world.


                                     by Nicky





20 Facts that you should know about Greece





1.Greece isn’t really the country’s name.


In fact, the country’s real name is the Hellenic Republic, and also Hellas, which is the original word for Greece.


2. Greece is one of the sunniest countries in the world. Did you know that the whole country has more than 250 days of sun on average? That’s more than 3000 sunny hours per year. Some islands even see around 300 days of sun per year!


3. Greece is often considered to be the world’s first democracy. The Athenian Democracy was a system dating back to the fifth century B.C. It was a system of direct democracy, where citizens with voting-rights voted directly on legislation and executive bills. However, participation at this point was not open to all residents. 


4.Greece is a country with friendly and hospitable people who have kept their customs and traditions alive through centuries


 Hospitality-Warmth- Generosity


The Greeks, are famous for their hospitality and  


 is especially evident in the Greek islands or the rural areas of Greece, where it is impossible to get to your destination on foot, without a local, offering you a cup of coffee or a beer which often leads to an invitation to dinner or even a family event like a wedding with lots of dancing and singing.





    �Fun Fairs~ Πανηγύρια “panigiria”


 


The Greeks are open-hearted & open-handed


They will be glad to help out someone in need even if they are not in an ideal economic position.


 








5. Greece has one of the richest varieties of wildlife in Europe. Home to 116 species of mammals, 18 species of amphibians, 59 species of reptiles, 240 species of bird, and species 107 of fish. Among these animals are the Monk Seal, the Loggerhead Sea turtle and many more. There are wild dolphins swimming in the Greek waters.


6.Grandparents usually live with their children’s family until they die. Children usually stay with their family until they marry, and the grandparents usually live with their children’s family until they die. There are very few retirement homes in the country, and generally, you keep the family close.


7. Ikaria is one of the world’s blue zones where people have the longest lifespans. Do you want to live a long and healthy life? Then you should head to Ikaria island and learn from the best. Ikaria is what the scientists call a “blue zone” where people have the longest lifespans in the world.


8. 40% of the total population of Greece is residing in the capital Athens. The capital of Greece is � HYPERLINK "https://www.definitelygreece.com/athens-name-meaning/" \t "_blank" �named after the goddess Athena.� According to the myth, Athena and Poseidon fought after the right to name the city after presenting a gift to the people and Athena and her olive tree won. 


  �


9.There are more tourists in Greece than Greeks during summer. Did you know that the amount of tourists is more than double the amount of Greeks during the summer? It’s one of the most popular tourist destinations in the world.


10. There are more than 4000 traditional dances around the country.       


  �    �


    


             











 11. It’s more common to celebrate name days instead of birthdays. Most of the Greek names are derived from religious saints and the name day is a great celebration for the family. The religion of Greek people is an important aspect of Greek culture. The population in mainland Greece and the Greek islands is Christian Orthodox per 90%.


12.Greek Food is world famous and delicious


Tzatziki, Feta Cheese, Moussaka, Gyros, Spanakopita, Souvlaki, Greek Salad, Calamari, Kleftiko lamb and many more dishes are all Greek foods that you should try when you visit our country.


�


13. Football is the national sport of Greece.


OLYMPIAKOS and PANATHINAIKOS are the most popular teams


�            �


14.After giving a compliment, Greeks might make a puff of breath through pursed lips, as if spitting. The evil eye is a common superstition. You will find jewellery and other ornaments in the shape of a big blue eye everywhere. Wearing blue eye charms or blue beads can ward away the “evil eye” and protect you.


15. Finding a coin in your slice of the New Year cake is believed to bring good luck. 





16.The Easter Holiday is of greater importance than the Christmas Holiday. For the Orthodox Church, the resurrection of Christ is the biggest celebration of the year. 


            �





      




















17. Ancient Greek pottery was decorated with scenes of soldiers, gods or daily life.


 �


History class in Armagh, N.  Ireland 


18. The Athens Classic Marathon  is an annual � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marathon" \o "Marathon" �marathon� � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Road_running" \o "Road running" �road race� of a 42.195 km course held in � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Athens" \o "Athens" �Athens�, � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greece" \o "Greece" �Greece�, normally in early November. The marathon course is based on the legend from which the race gained its name: � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pheidippides" \o "" �Pheidippides�, a messenger in � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Greece" \o "Ancient Greece" �Ancient Greece�, ran from the � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Marathon" \o "Battle of Marathon" �Battle of Marathon� to � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Athens" \o "Athens" �Athens� to announce the Greeks' victory over the � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Achaemenid_Empire" \o "Achaemenid Empire" �Persians�


19. Greece has more archaeological museums than any other country in the world.


20. Did you know that the Parthenon Marbles (Τα Γλυπτά του Παρθενώνα), also known as the Elgin Marbles are still in the British Museum of London? They were originally part of the � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parthenon" \o "Parthenon" �Temple of the Parthenon� and other buildings on the � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acropolis_of_Athens" \o "Acropolis of Athens" �Acropolis of Athens� until Lord Elgin violently removed about half of the surviving sculptures of the Parthenon from 1801-1812.


The Marbles were stolen and transported by sea to Britain.


Since 2004 there has been a campaign for the return of the Marbles in Greece. You can support our campaign by voting for the return of them to their birthplace in the link � HYPERLINK "https://www.bringthemback.org/" �https://www.bringthemback.org/�














Besides the history and natural beauties, Greece has a lot more beauties waiting to be discovered. The way of living is one of the most important beauties of Greece!  


    �


  Grade 6, 3rd Ag. Anargyri Primary school, Athens


       

















                                   A project by  the 6th grade pupils











Come and see it for yourself!
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