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Work experiences

Youngsters all over the world have to start work at some point. Some take on part-time jobs to earn some extra pocket money. Others have to find full-time jobs when they are still young. In some parts of the world, even eight-year-old children have to work to make a living, stay alive or support their family.

Colin (15)
“I couldn’t manage on the ten dollars a week pocket money I got from my parents. My dad told me I would have to go out and earn it if I wanted more. But forty dollars a month really wasn’t enough for me, so I had to find work to pay for my clothes and leisure activities. I earn extra money by helping my dad in his toyshop after school and on Saturdays. And I also do a paper round seven days a week. I start at six in the morning and finish at around seven. So, I manage. It’s hard but I have saved 90 dollars.”

Kylie (16)
“Work experience in my school meant that we had to find a real job for three weeks. Some of us worked in shops, cafés, libraries and offices. I got lucky: I got a job at Adelaide Zoo and I loved every minute of it. I worked four hours a day and spent most of my time with monkeys and elephants. I had to feed them and clean up their mess. I wonder if I could build a career working with animals. I’m certainly grateful for my work experience. The zoo has already offered me a summer job and this time I’ll get paid.”

Sandy (15)
“I find it very difficult to manage my money. I only get five dollars a week pocket money. What can you buy with that? Almost nothing! That’s why I have to babysit nearly every weekend. I get paid black, but I only get ten dollars. But I’m not complaining. I love working with little children. My mum says I would make a good kindergarten teacher but I’m not really sure about it. What kind of salary does a teacher or a nurse get? Not very much, I think. But money isn’t everything. I think it’s important to enjoy your job.”

Paul (16)
“I’m very fortunate. My parents give me fifty dollars a week. I think it’s quite generous. We’re not rich but my dad doesn’t want me to grow up like he did; he started working in a mine when he was sixteen. Dad says that he wants me to concentrate on my studies. There’s a lot of time for work later on – he says. But I don’t want to depend on my parents forever. Maybe I could form my own little business with my best friend Colin. We are planning to work as DJs in local youth clubs and schools. Dad has promised to help. We already have some good equipment and people are interested. You never know where this may lead.” 

Hard work 
Isha moved with her parents and little brother Geet to Delhi when she was ten. Her father got a job on a construction site.Mother died when Isha was twelve. Geet and Isha’s father became depressed and lost his job. He hasn’t worked since. Isha was the oldest child, so she had to take care of the home and her younger brother. She had to give up school and find work. Isha started working as a domestic help in a local neighbourhood. She worked twelve hours a day, seven days a week, cleaning houses, doing the washing and sweeping and washing the floors of richer families. The pay was low but it helped the family stay alive. When Geet was eight, he had to go and work for a living. His dad found him a job in a local workshop that made footballs for a large international company. His weekends are free but he works twelve hours a day, Monday to Friday. Isha and Geet have now been working for years and have no chance of going to school. Their life is very hard. “One employer told me that if I didn’t like working there I could go somewhere else,” says Isha.“At least I have a job,” says Geet. “None of my friends do. What would happen if I went to the bosses and complained? They’d just kick me out.”It is everybody’s right to be a child. But Isha and Geet haven’t enjoyed their time as children. They took up adult duties much earlier than children in many other countries.
