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They’re Made Out of Meat by Terry Bisson 
 
"They're made out of meat."
     "Meat?"
     "Meat. They're made out of meat."
     "Meat?"
     "There's no doubt1 about it. We picked up2 several from different parts of the planet, took them aboard our space ships3, and examined4 them all the way through. They're completely meat."
     "That's impossible. What about the radio signals? The messages to the stars?"
     "They use the radio waves5 to talk, but the signals don't come from them. The signals come from machines."
     "So who made the machines? That's who we want to contact6."
     "They made the machines. That's what I'm trying to tell you. Meat made the machines."
     "That's ridiculous7. How can meat make a machine? You're asking me to believe in sentient8 meat."
     "I'm not asking you, I'm telling you. These creatures9 are the only sentient race10 in that area and they're made out of meat."
     


     








1: epäilys
2: noukkia
3: ottaa jtn avaruusalukseen
4: tutkia






5: radioaallot



6: ottaa yhteyttä





7: järjetön, älytön
8: aistiva, tunteva


9: olento, olio
10: laji (tässä kontekstissa)


"Maybe they're like the orfolei11. You know, a carbon-based12 creature that goes through13 a meat stage14."
"Nope. They're born meat and they die meat. We studied them for several of their life spans15, which didn't take long. Do you have any idea what's the life span of meat?"
     "Spare me16. Okay, maybe they're only part meat. You know, like the weddilei17. A meat head with an electron18 plasma brain inside."
     "Nope. We thought of that, since19 they do have meat heads, like the weddilei. But I told you, we examined20 them. They're meat all the way through."
     "No brain?"
     "Oh, there's a brain all right. It's just that the brain is made out of meat! That's what I've been trying to tell you."
     "So ... what does the thinking?"
     "You're not understanding, are you? The brain does the thinking. The meat."
     "Thinking meat! You're asking me to believe in thinking meat!"
     "Yes, thinking meat! Loving meat. Dreaming meat. The meat is the whole deal21! Are you beginning to get the picture22 or do I have to start all over23?"
     "Omigod24. You're serious then. They're made out of meat."
"Thank you. Finally. Yes. They are indeed made out of meat. And they've been trying to get in touch25 with us for almost a hundred of their years."
"Omigod. So what does this meat have in mind26?"



11: tarinan oma avaruusolento 
12: hiilipohjainen
13: käydä läpi
14: vaihe
15: elinkaari
16: säästä minut [siltä tiedolta]
17: tarinan oma avaruusolento
18: elektroni
19: koska, sillä
20: tutkia












21: koko juttu (ark)
22: tajuta tilanne
23: kokonaan alusta
24: Hyvä Luoja

25: ottaa yhteyttä jhnkn

26: olla mielessä


     
"First it wants to talk to us. Then I imagine27 it wants to explore28 the Universe29, contact other creatures, swap30 ideas and information. The usual31."
     "We're supposed32 to talk to meat."
"That's the idea. That's the message they're sending out33 by radio. 'Hello. Anyone out there. Anybody home.' That sort of thing."
     "They actually do talk, then. They use words, ideas, concepts34?"
     "Oh, yes. Except35 they do it with meat."
     "I thought you just told me they used radio."
     "They do, but what do you think is on the radio? Meat sounds. You know how when you flap36 meat, it makes a noise? They talk by flapping their meat at each other. They can even sing."
     "Omigod. Singing meat. This is altogether37 too much. So what do you advise38? What should we do with them?"

     









27: kuvitella, uskoa
28: tutkia, tutustua
29: maailmankaik-keus, universumi
30: vaihtaa jtkn
31: Sitä samaa kuin aina. 
32: olla määrä tehdä jtkn
33: lähettää


34: käsite, ajatus


35: paitsi että





36: heiluttaa
 


37: aivan [liikaa]
38: neuvoa
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