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Alajärvi Upper Secondary           Finnish National Board of                    Vimpeli Upper

School

             Education                                            Secondary School
Lycée d’Alajärvi                           Direction Nationale Finlandaise          Lycée de Vimpeli



             de l’Enseignement
Project plan of Alajärvi and Vimpeli Upper Secondary Schools
We are looking for partners in Europe (preferably two) for a new Comenius project beginning next autumn.  Our application should be ready for the February round.  We could even act as a coordinator school if nobody else is willing.  We have two Upper Secondary Schools working under a common goal but 20 kilometres apart from each other.  We already have a preliminary plan for an outline what we could do together.  Our students are between the ages of 15 and 19 and we have a bit more than 300 students in our two schools.  The Finnish National Board of Education has kindly granted us some starting money for planning ahead because they think our project is worth the effort.   Finnish education seems to be highly valued in Europe based on the PISA surveys, and we want to convey this information to other schools and we are also interested in knowing what the other European schools can offer us.  In our schools we can communicate in English, Swedish, German, French, Russian and Spanish, so don’t be afraid to get in touch.  What we try to do is the following:

Starting next autumn, we will try to offer teaching in all our school subjects once a week.  This teaching will be transmitted to the other participating school (of which one is in Finland and hopefully two partner schools in other European countries).  The contents of these classes will be decided by the teacher, but the students may decide how the class is carried out and how they want to present the information to the other school (short videos, traditional teaching, photographs, powerpoint presentations, word documents, dialogue between schools etc.; only imagination is the limit).  The same idea is carried out by the partner schools which will also offer teaching from their own country once a week according to a pre-planned schedule which will be planned probably during a preliminary visit between the partners.   This teaching will be transmitted probably via Adobe Connect Pro or some other easy-to-use and not expensive Internet-based application which will be learned quickly by the students and teachers.  You should not be afraid if these programmes are not known to you because these technical problems will easily be solved, and the project will be born through co-operation and planning.  We don’t want our partners to have to buy expensive equipment because cheap and dependable options are available.
This project plan is not too heavy for teachers or students because one group is responsible for one or two classes a year.  When the schedule has been planned, all schools can plan ahead which group of students and teachers is responsible each week.  For example the biology teacher can choose an interesting subject for this week, and the following week it is the turn of the physics or art teacher to present a suitable theme.  At the end of the school year each country will have a nice archive of teaching examples of each country and its national characteristics, which will give us mutual enjoyment and new insight into new cultures.  Some time during the school year we will also arrange a visit between the students of different countries where we will meet with the faces seen on the Internet and prepare other interesting themes for the other participants.
For more information look through our school homepages which are also in English:

Alajärvi Upper Secondary School;        http://www.japo.fi/kk/lukio
 Vimpeli Upper Secondary School;       peda.net/veraja/vimpeli/lukio
You can also contact the following persons directly:

janne.visto@alajarvi.fi
juha-pekka.anttila@alajarvi.fi
erkki.akerman@alajarvi.fi
marko.timo@alajarvi.fi
Si vous voulez avoir un peu d’information de plus en français, notre professeur de français est à votre service (le premier nom de la  liste).  Nous serions très heureux si nous avions un partenaire francophone.
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